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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
T

he year 2017 was the third year in the implementation of the strategic plan 2015 – 2019 themed
“Towards Legal Aid, Legal Empowerment and Social Justice”. The five year plan has now been
implemented half way and so far the organisation is on track to full implementation.
KITUO’s governance structure is composed of the Annual General Assembly (AGM), the Board of
Directors (BOD) and the Secretariat. The AGM meets annually to among other things, review the
overall performance of the organization and receive the auditor’s report. In the last meeting time was
spent on the review of the organizations constitution where a sub committee was formed to pursue the
issue. The BOD meets quarterly to receive programme and management reports from the Secretariat.
I would like to thank all the Members of the three organs, AGM, BOD, Board of Trustees (BOT), for
committing their time to serve KITUO and also remaining faithful to our vision and mission.
KITUO wishes to take this opportunity to thank its development partners notably, MISEREOR,
UNHCR, GIZ/CPS, USAID-ACA, COMMONWEALTH-REDRESS, CHF, AMERICAN JEWISH
WORLD SERVICE, FRENCH EMBASSY and DUTCH EMBASSY for providing financial and
technical assistance towards the implementation of our various programmes/projects. We also extend
our gratitude and appreciation to the Government of Kenya for providing a conducive environment
for our operations and for the collaborations that KITUO has enjoyed through the various Ministries
and Agencies.
I sincerely wish to thank the members of staff at KITUO led by the Executive Director who worked
tirelessly throughout the year. I thank my fellow Board members and do promise we will work even
harder in 2018.

ANTHONY
MULEKYO

Finally, KITUO would like to laud the efforts of all the stakeholders who remain committed to the
vision of access to justice for all.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
T

he year 2017 was a very significant year for refugee rights in Kenya as Kituo Cha Sheria was twice on the winning side receiving
two positive judgments from the Court of Appeal and the High Court of Kenya. On the 9th February, 2017 High Court Judge
- Justice John M. Mativo declared the repatriation of Dadaab camp refugees a violation of Articles 2(5) and 2(6) of the Constitution
of Kenya and Kenya’s international obligations. Kituo Cha Sheria had filed a petition against the Kenyan government’s directive
to close the Dadaab refugee camp and disband the Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) issued on 6th and 11th May 2016. In
another big win the same year, on the 17th February 2017, the Court of Appeal affirmed a 2014 decision of the High Court finding
the directive by the Government requiring all urban refugees to report to refugee camps as being unconstitutional.
During the year Kituo served a total of 7,460 Clients through legal aid clinics conducted at the Head office, Forced Migration
Program (FMP) and Regional office in Mombasa. Another 5, 543 clients were served at the nine Community Justice Centres
established by Kituo around the country. Within the prison facilities, a total of 961 inmates were assisted by trained paralegals at the
8 Prison Justice Centres.
The Coast regional office was feted by the Mombasa Law Society; an affiliate of the Law Society of Kenya for her role in empowering
the poor and marginalized to access justice. This happened during the Mombasa Law Society’s End of Year Dinner party 2017
on 2nd December, 2017 which was also celebrating 105 years of the legal fraternity in Mombasa. We appreciate the entire team at
the Mombasa Regional office and members of the volunteer advocates’ scheme who support Kituo in our work. Kituo remains
committed to this mission by offering legal aid assistance and pro bono service not only in the Coast Region but across Kenya.

ANGOTE
GERTRUDE

Kituo was represented in two international conferences where we were invited. The Asian Leadership Colloquium on Legal
Empowerment and Access to Justice in Bangkok, Thailand started on 13th to 15th December 2017. The Colloquium was organized
by the Centre for Peace and Justice of BRAC University - Dhaka, Bangladesh with support from the Open Society Justice Initiative.
The second conference was at the Kigali Conference on Collaboration for Access to Justice held from the 22nd - 24th August, 2017
at the Park Inn by Radisson in Kigali, Rwanda. This three-day continental conference on collaboration between the Judiciary and
community justice institutions drew participants from more than 15 countries across Africa.
Kituo cha Sheria also felt honored as Allan Nyange, an Advocate based at the Mombasa-Coast Regional office was honored for
doing Kituo’s work with the pro bono Advocate Award (2nd Runner’s-up) during the 5th Annual ECOSOC Pro Bono Lawyer of
the Year Awards. The awards were organized by Amnesty International Kenya, the Law Society of Kenya (LSK), the East African
Centre for Human Rights and Peace Brigade International in Nairobi on 7th December 2017 at Hilton Hotel.
Lastly, Kituo is greatly indebted to all our development partners, as elaborated by the Board Chairman, who partnered with us
throughout the year in the service to the poor and marginalized.
I wish to congratulate and thank all Kituo staff for working so hard and diligently to realize the projected outcomes. Special thanks
go to the Board of Directors led by the Chair Mr. Antony Mulekyo, for continuing to offer the necessary support, guidance and
direction to the organization.
In conclusion, 2017 brought many successes for Kituo Cha Sheria and a lot to reflect about too that will certainly inform our
decisions in future. Going forward, we reiterate our commitment to professionally and zealously advance our vision of a society of
JUSTICE and EQUITY for all.
5

ABOUT KITUO CHA SHERIA
VISION
MISSION

“A society of equity and justice for all”

“To empower the poor and marginalized people to effectively access justice
and enjoy their peoples and human rights in Kenya through advocacy,
networking, lobbying, legal aid education and representation and research”.

CORE VALUES
A group photo of Kituo Staff with visitors from Misereor Ms. Antje Hauten and Ms. Caroline Lunani (centre, holding gift bags) at Kituo Head Office

HISTORY

K

ituo Cha Sheria (Legal Advice Centre) is a human rights non-governmental
organization. It was founded on 9th July 1973 as Kituo cha Mashauri by
advocates who were committed to helping the disadvantaged and poor people
who could not afford the cost of legal services. It is the first legal aid center
established in Kenya. In 1989, the name was changed to Kituo Cha Sheria, the
Legal Advice Centre, and a secretariat established with full time staff. KITUO
is largely supported by development partners. The organization nonetheless gets
support for Volunteer Advocate and Community Based Paralegals. KITUO’s
services are provided to the poor and
marginalized through various strategies, which include but not limited to
provision of legal advice, legal representation, litigation, community mobilization
and organisation etcetera.

•

Respect for human rights;

•

Commitment to justice and equity for all;

•

Solidarity with pro-poor individuals and agencies;

•

Courage in promoting social transformation and empowerment of the
poor and marginalized;

•

Service through volunteerism;

•

Transparency, reliability and accountability in its relations with its
stakeholders;

•

Obligation to upholding the rule of law; and

•

Professionalism;

MOTTO

‘We Care for Justice’

KITUO’s headquarters is in Nairobi but has a branch office in Jogoo road and a
Regional office in Mombasa.
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kituo results in figures

2017
overview

Ksh. 3,205,239
Total amount recovered from Labour
related matters on behalf of clients at
the Head office and Regional office in
Mombasa

7,460

number of matters
2,510 Total
from persons and groups
resolved through the
m-Haki SMS service

451

Total number of Paralegals
trained at the 9 Community
and 8 Prison Justice Centres

number of Court
302 Total
interventions by the Forced
Migration Program

19

Total number of Mobile Legal Aid
Clinics conducted by the Forced
Migration Program

253
4

Detention monitoring visits to police
stations and prisons in Mombasa and
Nairobi FMP Offices

Border monitoring visits in Kehancha,
Lungalunga, Taveta and Namanga

Total Clients served through
legal aid clinics at the Head
office, FMP and Regional office
in Mombasa

number of Clients
5,543 Total
served at the 9 Community
Justice Centres

961

Total number of Clients served at
the 8 Prison Justice Centres

number of persons of
2,423 Total
concern who received legal

counseling during the period in
the FMP offices in Nairobi

225

Total number of persons of
concern represented in court by
the Forced Migration Program

number of Police officers
120 Total
from Mombasa, Voi, Garissa and
Lodwar were trained by FMP

27

Pro bono advocates from Kitale,
Kisumu, Kitui, Mwingi, Kakamega,
Nyeri, Malindi and Nairobi trained
by the FMP
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LEGAL AID AND EDUCATION
T

he legal Aid Programme provides free legal services in the areas of land,
housing, labour to persons who cannot afford legal services.

In 2017 the programme attended to a total of 5,005 clients; walk-in both new and
returning, in Nairobi and other parts of Kenya who were reached through legal aid
clinics.
The programme marked its Labour Day, on 5th May 2017 at Kituo grounds by
serving a total of 84 new clients on various legal matters. This was followed closely
by KITUO Birthday activities on 27TH July 2017 where a total of 110 clients were
attended to during the legal aid clinic. The programme also conducted an end year
legal aid clinic at Kituo grounds on 27th of Novermber 2017. The clinic saw a total
of 70 new clients attended to on various legal issues. This was with the support of
Volunteer Advocates who heeded our call to offer free legal services.
The programme also carried out free legal aid clinics activities outside Nairobi to
reach its clientele from the far-flung areas. On the 22nd and 23rd November 2017
the programme conducted a legal aid clinic at Wote Makueni County where a total
of 23 clients were attended to. On 1st of March 2017 the programme also attended
to a total of 37 clients in another legal aid clinic conducted in Narok County.
A group photo of Kituo legal aid officers together with volunteer advocates from Makueni County

The programme litigated several individual cases and public interest litigation
matters both in and out of court.
Out of Court Settlements
There were a total of 16 out of court settlements at the Head office, which matters
were settled through alternative methods of dispute resolution. A huge bulk of the
out of court settlements consisted of Labour matters where employers opted to visit
KITUO offices to settle the terminal dues owed to their former employees. Among
the cases settled is as below:
•

Through an ADR held at KITUO and a demand dated 5th September 2017,
our client, Mauleen Ambwere was paid Kshs. 27, 677 by Afrikon Ltd.

•

Our Client Leslie Chelimo Rono had a housing case. She had vacated from her
rented house. When vacating she complied with the lease agreement signed
by her and her landlord. Her landlord however refused to refund her deposit
as stipulated in their agreement. After a demand letter the landlord eventually
8

Volunteer Advocate Alice Jaoko (seated right) engages a client during a legal aid clinic in Kamukunji, Nairobi

LEGAL AID AND EDUCATION
an application on contempt of court, however the judge was not sitting and the
matter given another date on the 10th October 2017. STATUS
4.

Nyahururu Elc 339 of 2017 Ilmisigyoi Group Ranch V Kenya Broadcasting
Corporation and 7 Others

5. The case was coming up on the 20th November 2017 for full hearing however
the matter did not proceed as the Defendants sought to be allowed to defend
the suit.
6. Nathan Muhangani Shimweny V The A.G and Others Pet 282 Of 2013
7. The matter is to be mentioned on the 22nd January 2018.
8. Loggin Gimonde and 32 Others V A.G and Kenya Utalii College Cause No.
206 Of 2013
9. The matter came for mention on the 19th October 2017 however the matter did
not take off as it was not listed. A new date was to be taken from the registry.
Kituo advocates attend to clients during the Law Society of Kenya Annual Legal Awareness Week at Milimani
Law Courts in Nairobi

made the refund of Kshs. 8, 000 to her via Mpesa on the 26th of October 2017.
Litigation
In the year 2017, there were a total of 324 attendances for single welfare and Public
Interest cases by KITUO advocates.
Public Interest Litigation cases

10. The Intersex Case: Nairobi High Court Petition No. 423 of 2013
11. Mention was on the 10th October 2017 however directions were not given as
the Attorney General was absent. We are awaiting on directions in the case.
Single welfare cases
The successful single welfare cases during the period were as follows:
•

Estate of Njuguna Igwima Succession Cause 1905 Of 2012

•

The court on the 29th August 2017 the court upheld our preliminary objection
and ordered that it did not have jurisdiction to hear the matter. This effectively
means that our client will continue living peaceably in the land owned by their
father.

•

SUCC Cause 1982 Of 2012 Estate of Pius Wambua:

•

The case was ruled in favor of our client who is now able to share property with
her deceased’s son two children.

1. Shauri Moyo/Starehe Petition: Nrb Hc Pet.No.584/2014 Justus Mathumbi And
Others V The Cabinet Secretary, Ministry Of Lands And Others; the matter is
ongoing.
2. Joseph Lekamario & Others V H.E Daniel Toroitich Arap Moi & Others Elc No.
74 Of 2015 at Embu
3. We attended court on the 18th September 2017 when the matter was coming for

9

LEGAL AID AND EDUCATION
Volunteer Advocates Recruitment
•

During KITUO’s participation in the legal awareness week a total of 22
advocates were recruited.

•

During the 22nd to 23rd November 2017 Makueni Volunteer advocate
recruitment drive and legal aid activities, a total of 11 advocates were recruited
into the KITUO volunteer advocate scheme.

Partnerships and/ or Network Activities
•

Haki Jamii partnered with KITUO during the 5th October 2017 Misereor
Urban Partners Workshop where our lead petitioner in the Shauri Moyo Right
to Housing Case made a presentation.

•

Law Society of Kenya - KITUO participated in the Law Society of Kenya
legal awareness week held from 25th September 2017 to 29th September
2017 at Milimani Courts parking yard. What KITUO aims to achieve in
participating in the said Legal Awareness week is to offer legal advice to
the poor and marginalized in the society and to recruit new advocates.
The Regional Office also participated in the Legal Awareness Week at the
Mombasa Law Courts.

•

University of Nairobi – The Department has had a partnership with the
Faculty of Law, University of Nairobi hosting students undertaking the 60
hours public interest litigation work with the organisation. Students from
the university have also participated in the Legal aid clinics carried out by the
department.

•

Other CSOs and government institutions- KITUO continues to partner with
other organizations especially in the referral of matters to other organizations.
Such organizations include the Kenya National Commission on Human
Rights (KNCHR), FIDA- Kenya among other organizations.

Kituo Volunteer advocate attends to clients during a Legal aid clinic in Wote, Makueni County

•

Criminal Inquest 1 OF 2017 At The Principal Magistrate Court In Oloitoktok ;
status

Public Interest Litigation Caucuses
The Legal Aid and Education Department held monthly caucuses to discuss the ongoing
and cases to be filed. The caucuses brought together Kituo lawyers, Volunteer Advocates
and Partner organisations to share ideas and strategies on the PIL cases.
During the Makueni Activity a PIL caucus with advocates from Makueni County was
held on the 22nd November 2017. Among the issues discussed is the asbestos dumping
in Kikumbulyu Location which posed a health risk to most residents. KITUO will
partner with Volunteer Advocates from Makueni in filing the case.
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forced migration
T

he Forced Migration Programme is devoted to addressing legal and policy needs
of refugees, asylum seekers and stateless persons residing in urban areas in Kenya
with a view to improving their welfare and guaranteeing access to and enjoyment of
the institution of asylum. The program is simultaneously implemented in Nairobi and
Mombasa.
The programme has given lectures and trainings on refugee law at various universities
e.g. USIU, Kenyatta University Law School, Kabarak University Law School, Nairobi
University Mombasa and Parklands campuses, Egerton Law Campus and Moi
University-Annex Campus. We thank the BOD for their support. At the Egerton
training, Board Member Sally Mbeche attended and officially closed the training while
for the Moi University training, Board Member Joy Asiema attended and officially
closed the training. Through these lectures, over three hundred students have been
reached and we hope to foster partnerships with these institutions with regard to
developing awareness and curriculum on forced migration program.
Services offered by the programme

Dignitaries led by the late Joseph Ole Nkaissery, Cabinet Secretary for Internal Security and Coordination of National
Government pass by the Kituo station during the World Refugee Day celebrations

The programme offers services in legal protection and guidance to its clients. These
include legal advice in all legal issues, legal representation, Bi monthly legal aid clinics
in communities far from the office, assisting refugees in obtaining work permits, birth
and death certificates, Identity cards and other documentation, referral services to
other partners investigation of systematic human rights violation against refugees,
identifying and litigating on public interest touching on refugees, detention monitoring,
monitoring cases of insecurity and Gender Based Violence and research and training
on human rights and refugee law.
In the implementation of this project, the programme co-operated with the government
and various stakeholders, among them; the UNHCR, the Department of Refugee
Affairs, Refuge Consortium of Kenya, International Rescue Committee, The Kenya
Magistrates and Judges Association, Heshima-Kenya, HIAS and the Kenya Police.
Programme Activities
The Forced Migration Programme activities are implemented in both at the Nairobi
and Mombasa offices.
A total of 4,900 persons of concern received legal counselling during the period, out
of which, 2,423 persons of concern received legal counselling. In Nairobi, 2,167 and
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Kituo’s legal officer Mr. Osborn Kitonga leads a session during the refugee protection for law enforcement
officers in Tana River County

forced migration
Mombasa 256. Another 1,477 were counselled at various mobile legal aid clinics. The
overall effect has been the empowering POC’s to know their rights and understand
how the law can be used for their protection.
Legal Representation and other Court Interventions
During the reporting period, the centre attended to 302 court interventions, with 269
being handled by the Nairobi office and 34 by the Mombasa office. A majority were
on charges of unlawful presence. Others faced charges of residing outside designated
areas without authority, failure to register; we also had charges of defilement, child and
human trafficking, assault, traffic, guardianship as well as drunkenness and disorderly.
Through legal representation, they were discharged and/or acquitted by the courts
and eventually released from detention. Other minor offenders on minor offences
such as drunkenness and disorderly were fined and released by court. Kituo lawyers
and volunteer Advocates made these interventions in Milimani, Kibera, Makadara,
Meru and Kajiado Law courts.
Participants during the Court User’s Committee training in Thika on refugee law and rights of forced migrants

Mobile Legal Aid Clinics
During the reporting period, 19 clinics were conducted in Kitengela, Kayole, Rongai,
Ruiru, Eastleigh, Waithaka, Jamhuri, Umoja, Kikuyu, Embakasi and Donholm,
Kibokini, Majengo, Mtwapa, Kilifi. A total of 1477 POC were accessed.
The objectives of these clinics entailed, among others, bringing services close to
clients, awareness creation on the new registration documents and the handover
of RSD from UNHCR to DRA, legal empowerment and legal education besides
identification of cases for referral, follow up and litigation
Detention Monitoring
During the implementation period, a total of 253 visits were made to detention centers
at the Nairobi and Mombasa offices. The regular detention visits ensured faster access
to justice for PoC resulting in some PoC avoiding being taken to court. It also helped
us build a rapport with new law enforcement officers that have been posted to the
various stations with an aim of changing their attitudes towards persons of concern.
Border Monitoring

Forced Migration Program Coordinator Clara Barasa, leading a session during a volunteer advocates training on Refugee law

A total of 5 border monitoring missions were conducted during the period. Five
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forced migration
Pro Bono Advocates Training
With support from IRC the program trained 27 pro bono advocates from Kitale,
Kisumu, Kitui, Mwingi, Kakamega, Nyeri, Malindi and Nairobi.
Mental Health & Psychosocial Support
GIZ supported the office in offering psychosocial support to clients. This was
through individual and group counselling sessions, revival of MHPSS working
group, first impact method assessment conducted for the refugee population
conducted in Kasarani and staff care.
Out-posting Clinics
The project conducted this in collaboration with HIAS Refugee Trust in Eastleigh,
Kayole and Kawangware. We go to each of their satellite officers once a month to
attend to clients who have been screened by HIAS and a determination made to the
effect that they have legal concerns.
Kituo members of staff led by the Executive Director, Gertrude Angote pose for a group photo during the Refugee
Business Forum at Alliance Française, Nairobi

border monitoring visits were conducted in Malaba/Busia, Lungalunga, Taveta, Namanga
and Kehancha/Isibania.
Community Sensitization Fora
During the implementation period, 4 border monitoring visits were conducted. They were
done along the Kehancha, Lungalunga, Taveta and Namanga borders in September and
November 2017. This covered police stations, law courts, administrative bodies, police
posts, prisons and immigration offices.
Paralegal Trainings

Forced Migration Lectures
Project staff administered a public lecture at Strathmore University where a total of
21 students attended the lecture.
Public Interest Litigation Cases
In February 2017, we received a favourable judgement under Constitutional Petition
227/2016. This stopped the government directive that would have seen Daadab
Camp close down.
In the same month, we also received favourable judgement in Civil Appeal 108/2014
where the right to movement of refugees was recognized by upholding the High
Court decision in Constitutional Petition 19/2013 consolidated with 115/2013.

The program trained paralegals through the assistance from IRC where we trained an
additional 20 paralegals from outside Nairobi. They represented areas such as Nakuru,
Kitale, Kisii, Migori, Malindi and Mombasa.
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advocacy, governance and community
partnerships
Restorative Justice Fund as reparations for victims of historical injustices and as
envisaged by the President.
iv. Re-establish media interest and engagement on reparations for past injustices.
Results:
1. Victims and survivors representatives updated on progress of the Restorative
Justice Fund.
2. Open letter written to the President calling on his office to give an update on the
Restorative Justice Fund during the upcoming State of the Nation Address in
March 2017.
3. Victims and survivors endorsement of the draft regulations to the Attorney
General.

Kituo Cha Sheria Executive Director, Gertrude Angote (in purple) together with partners from Africa at an
Africa Centre of Excellence founders meeting in Lilongwe, Malawi

T

he advocacy, governance and community partnerships programme (AGCP)
Coordinates Kituo’s community outreach and advocacy initiatives by connecting
people with the law and instruments of justice. AGCP ensures the partnership of the poor
and marginalized in the promotion of good governance, formulation of enactment of
pro-poor policies and laws that are in tandem with international standards, and therefore
enhances the realization of access to justice for all.
This is a report of the successes, results and achievements of the Advocacy Governance
and Community Partnerships (AGCP) Programme for the year 2017.
Kituo held the National Victims and Survivors Network (NVSN) Consultative Forum
on the Regulations to Implement the Restorative Justice Fund which was held on 27th
and 28th February 2017 at the Kenya Comfort Hotel, Kilimani in Nairobi. It brought
together victims and survivors representatives and was jointly co-funded with other Kenya
Transitional Justice Network partners. The objectives of the forum were;
i. To give the victims and survivors representatives an update as regards the Restorative
Justice Fund including unpacking the contents of the draft regulations to them.
ii. To get input from the participants that will be fed into the draft regulations in part
fulfilment of constitutional requirement on public participation.
iii. Communique issued by NSVN urging for fast-tracking of implementation of the

Kituo also attended the National Victims and Survivors Network (NVSN), 7th National
Victims and Survivors Convention that took place on 12th and 13th July 2017 at the
Sarova Stanley Hotel. The aim of the meeting was to present the victims manifesto
to the government and to help push the reparations agenda through the various
leaders that were in attendance. The event was graced by various historical injustices
survivors, community service organizations, Raila Odinga, other representatives to the
presidential election aspirants, 2017 and government representatives.
Alternative Justice Systems (AJS) Pilot Project
KITUO and the Public International Law & Policy Group (PILPG) met local NGO’s
in Eldoret under the umbrella of the CSO Consortium on 29th March 2017 to create
awareness on the piloted AJS mechanism and identify areas for potential partnership.
Out of this meeting several organizations made certain commitments to support the
Eldoret AJS mechanism which will be firmed up when the CSOs meet “Baraza la
Maridhiano”.
In February, 2017 PILPG and Kituo cha Sheria held a training of trainers in Kisumu on
AJS. There were 50 participants who represented interreligious groups, women’s groups,
youth groups, and many more of Kisumu’s communities. Participants committed to
support the Western Chapter Commission by building awareness of the AJS process
through their various activities and forwarding potential cases to the Western Chapter
AJS mechanism. The Eldoret adjudicators and commissioners benefitted from training
on trauma facilitated by Rural Women Peace Link. The groups committed to support
the Western Chapter Commission by building awareness of the AJS process through
their various activities and forwarding potential cases to the Western Chapter AJS
mechanism.
14

advocacy, governance and community
partnerships

Executive Director, Ms. Gertrude Angote and the Kenyan team in a group photo during Conference on Collaboration for Access to Justice in Kigali, Rwanda

Alternative Justice Systems (AJS) Pilot Project for post-election violence cases –
Western Chapter. The Executive Director led a team of Adjudicators from the AJS
Western Chapter, Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, and PILPG held a
meeting with Justice David Majanja at the High Court in Kisumu 28th February, 2017.
The meeting was convened to discuss:
i. A mechanism whereby the decisions of the AJS Adjudication Team can be
ratified/formalized by the Judiciary;
ii. A formal inclusion of the AJS Western Chapter in the Kisumu Court Users
Committee (CUC).
Justice Majanja was impressed by the work carried out so far by KITUO and the
AJS Commission. With regards to the formalization of the decisions of the AJS
Adjudicating Team, he suggested two possibilities:
Piloting Alternative Justice Systems for post-election violence cases in Eldoret –
“Baraza la Maridhiano”. The following activities took place throughout February.;
i. Constitution of Eldoret Adjudication Team.
ii. Joint forum for Eldoret Adjudication team and Commissioners.
iii. Field Trip to Mtaragon in Kericho for Eldoret Commissioners and 			
Adjudication Team on 16th February.
iv. Eldoret Adjudication Team Training.
v. Case Conferencing for Eldoret Statements with Eldoret Commissioners.
The results were:
• Eldoret adjudicators and commissioners observed and participated in practical
determination of cases using alternative dispute resolution (ADR) in Kericho.
• Eldoret adjudicators and commissioners received trained in the following
thematic areas;
• Introducing the AJS Model: Opportunity for justice: Human rights based
approach in using traditional justice mechanisms.
• Roles of commissioners and adjudicators.
• Chain of Criminal Justice System: Multiple Actors and their roles.
• Overview of alternative dispute resolution methods.
• Understanding conflict.
• Negotiation and mediation skills.
• Preparing Parties for AJS Hearing.
Piloting Alternative Justice Systems for post-election violence cases in Trans
Nzoia
KITUO AJS taskforce held an internal AJS workshop for fact finding and mapping of
15

An IEBC official leads a session on the forthcoming elections during the ‘Neighbourhood Conversations’ in Lubinu,
Kakamega County

advocacy, governance and community
partnerships
the project areas in Endebess and Cherangany sub-counties in Trans-Nzoia County.
This workshop was also intended to re-work the workplan in response to the delay
in the start of implementation of the AJS project caused by various reasons. The
KITUO AJS Taskforce namely Executive Director- Gertrude Angote, Legal OfficerMartha Ogutu and International Peace Building Advisor- Barbara Weghofer held
courtesy meetings in Kitale with the Chief Magistrate, madam Valentine Wandera
Wasike, the Deputy Registrar, Dorcas W. Maiteri, and Mr. Gideon Baronga, a Kituo
Volunteer Advocate in order to create good rapport with the Judiciary in Kitale in a
bid to promote the Alternative Justice Systems project in Trans-Nzoia County. The
deliberations between Kituo and the Judiciary in this meeting were to touch on the
background of the AJS project, the experiences, developments and collaborations
made in the other Project locations i.e Eldoret and Kisumu. The Chief Magistrate was
most supportive and impressed by the presentation on the AJS project and thereafter
extended an invitation to Martha Ogutu, KITUO Legal Officer, to make a presentation
to the Civil Procedure Rules Committee.
The team later visited Neema IDP camp in Cherangany sub-county and Endebess
sub-county community IDPs (Gatatha, Salama, Tobo and Camp Matonyi IDPs) for
introductions and trust building activities.
Ms. Stijn Janssen the first secretary in the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Nairobi and other guests sample
pastries at the prisons bakery during the access to justice day commemoration at Langata Womens Prison

Implementing Alternative Justice Systems and Future Perspective in Endebess
and Cherangany sub-counties in Trans-Nzoia County, Kisumu and Eldoret
The implementation for this project commenced on 6th September to 20th October
2017. Training of commissioners in Eldoret on how to identify good AJS cases how
to approach both perpetrators and victims and taking them through order 35 of the
criminal procedure code. Training Adjudicators in Kisumu and Eldoret on Order 35
of the Civil Procedure code, Viable cases that can be handles in AJS. Preparing the
Adjudicators on how to handle cases when conducting hearings and how to identify
the Adjudicators per specific case. Discussing Timelines for the project and coming
up with a workplan. Collections of statements for both victims and perpetrators in
Kisumu, Mbita, Gwasi, Kehancha, Migori, Kisii, Sindo, Mosoriot, Outspan, Jasho.
Through this phase Kituo has been able to achieve the following results;
1. Established trust and rapport between KITUO AJS taskforce and the County
Administration in Trans-Nzoia specifically; County Commissioner, Assistant
County Commissioners for Endebess and Kaplamai, Chiefs for Koibei and
Suwerwa locations; and the County Peace Committee Chairperson.
2. Established rapport and trust between the KITUO AJS taskforce; and IDPs and
the host communities living in Endebess and Cherangany sub-Counties.
3. First hand understanding of the challenges the IDPs face through holding of
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Participants holding lit candles in honor of the lives lost to gender based violence in Kenya

advocacy, governance and community
partnerships
4.
5.
6.
7.

community talks within the IDP communities in Endebess and Cherangany
sub-Counties.
Breaking the cycle of re-victimization of the IDPs by conducting Future
Perspective trainings that helps the IDPs develop a better vision for their future.
Establishment of a functional platform for dialogue between the IDPs and
the host communities through Peace Dialogue Forums so that these groups
communicate in a language that promotes sustainable peace.
Paralegal training for the commissioners to ensure sustainability of the AJS
mechanism especially in the outreach mission of the commissioners.
Strengthened relationship between Kituo, PILPG ,GIZ-CPS and the IDP
communities in Kisumu, Eldoret and Endebess

LEGAL AID CLINICS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

Male prisoners presenting a moot court skit/ debate session to showcase their learning and understanding of bail and bond, community service order, legal
representation and other judicial procedures, as tutored by the prison paralegals

Dhobi Women Network Group at the Kituo Head office where they were presented with certificates after successfully completing training and qualifying in
catering and culinary skills and housekeeping

Kituo held a successful Access to Justice Day Celebration at Langata Women’s Prison
on 12th May 2017. The prison informed us that through the assistance offered by
paralegals at the Justice Center has realized the release of 103 inmates through Bail
and Bond, 15 through acquittal and 25 through withdrawal of cases. The paralegals
guided several inmates through the Appeal process with tips on how to draft the
relevant pleadings and guide them throughout the Appeal process. They have also
been able to master the law and offer legal advice to their fellow inmates on what
laws to refer to when researching for their cases. The event was graced by 25 guests
with the presence of the First Secretary to the Netherlands Embassy, Jansen Stijn,
the Regional Commander Nairobi County, DCP Wairimu Thang’ate, Madam Jackie
Kibosia, a Magistrate at Makadara Law Court as well as the Executive Director, Ms
Getrude Angote and Kituo officers. Kituo also held a successful Kodiaga Men’s Prison
Access to Justice Day Celebrations held on 29th June 2017. 27 inmates and 3 prison
warders empowered with legal education on; Basics of Paralegalism, Introduction to
Human Rights and Bill of Rights (Chapter 4 of Constitution), Criminal Procedure
Code Cap 75 Laws of Kenya, Powers of the Judiciary, Provisions relating to criminal
investigations and mode of taking and recording evidence during trial, Bail and Bond
Guidelines, Trial procedures before Subordinate and High Court, Sentencing policy
and Execution of judgements, Appeals process in the Lower courts and High court,
Self-representation in criminal matters, Power of Mercy Act, The Prisons Act and
Community Service Order. The event was graced by Mr. Jeremiah Maroro from the
office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in Kodiaga,2 Volunteer Advocates,
A representative from the probation office, A representative from the Court Users
Committee, the Prison Officer-in-Charge and other officers from the Women’s and
Men’s Prisons as well as the inmates.
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administration and Nyando community with 5 IEBC officials having attended the
legal Aid Clinics around Kisumu County in the 3 sub counties. There was increased
knowledge on voters rights and responsibilities. The IEBC officials gave adequate
information on the roles and responsibilities of various elective positions such as
women representative, members of county assembly and governor. Legal Aid Clinic
and voter education in Kamukunji, Nairobi on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th August 2017.380
participants attended the clinic in Kiambui, Eastleigh North and Pumwani wards. The
following are the cases which were received and recorded; Civil Registration ( Lack
of IDs, Birth Certificates etc, Arbitrary arrests, Police harassment, illegal detention,
Bribery, Teenage pregnancy and early marriages, High number of school dropouts,
Defilement, Rape , Sex & Gender Based Violence, Land , Housing, Assault, Divorce
and Labour issues.
Legal Aid Clinic on Commemoration of World Mental Healty Day

Zadeckia Adika Kituo programme Officer, facilitating Neighborhood Conversation forum with the residents of Kisumu
Central Sub-County majority who bore the brunt of police actions in the post August 8 2017 elections

Legal Aid clinics in Kibera, Nairobi (27th June, 1st and 5th July). The exercise ran
concurrently with Voter and Civic Education and Corresponding talk shows on Pamoja
FM. Clients screened in Kibera, Nairobi were as follows; 836 in total (326 Female, 510
Male). 90% of cases screened were based on housing concerning residents along the railway
boundaries in Kibera, Laini- Saba, Soweto and Mashimoni. The AGCP Department in
conjunction with the Legal Aid and Education Department (LAED) are handling the cases
on a one on one basis through the counsel of Mr. John Mwariri who is a Kituo Advocate.
Legal Aid clinics in Korogocho, Nairobi targeted three geographical areas within and
outside Korogocho namely; Nyayo village near the open-air market, Grogon near
Grorogocho police post and Glucola near Baba Dogo stage. These Legal Aid Clinics ran
concurrently with a voter education exercise as well as three radio talk shows at Koch Fm.
The total number of the participants who attended the three (3) day clinics was 1,254
representing 600 female and 654 male.
Legal Aid Clinic and voter Education in Nyando Community Justice Centre on 2nd, 3rd
and 4th August 2017. The total number of the participants who attended the three day
clinics was 486 representing 174 female and 312 male. The areas of focus were Nyakach,
Chemelil and Katito. There was increased awareness on the M-Haki platform to residents of
Kisumu County leading to more people using the platform. Kituo managed to strengthen
partnership and collaborative efforts with IEBC offices at the constituency level, the local

A legal aid clinic was held in Nakuru men’s prison in commemoration of world
mental health day.The event was held on the 11th of October and was graced by the
probation office represented by Raymond Kirui and various local stakeholders such
as representatives from PDO headed by Mr Joel Iregi.The legal aid clinic was overseen
by Volunteer Advocates who have partnered with Kituo on several instances.
Partnerships:
Kituo is a founding organization of the African Centre of Excellence (ACE) for
Access to Justice. The Centre is premised on the recognition of the great need in
Africa to find formal ways in which the role of paralegals in promoting access to justice
is recognized by the judiciary. The establishment of an African Centre of Excellence
(ACE) for Access to Justice will facilitate comparative learning for primarily African
legal empowerment programmes as well as international programmes and grow a
community of best-practice. The Centre showcases the work of its members and
seeks to draw the attention of the organized legal profession to the work of the
paralegal sector in Africa.
Kituo also entered into partnership with Ministry of Interior and National
Coordination in 2017, specifically the Probation and Aftercare Service department.
Kituo is a member of international and national networks including; The Victims’
Rights Working Group (VRWG), Land Sector Non-State Actors (LSNSA), NAMATINetwork Guidance Committee, Kenyans for Peace with Truth and Justice (KPTJ),
Paralegal Support Network (PASUNE), ESCSR-NET, Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative-India, and The Housing Coalition (Kenya).
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On public interest litigation, the Department conducted a number of fact finding
mission including update meetings with communities involved in public interest
litigation. The Department handled the following public interest cases:
1)_ Msa HCCC Petition No. 38 of 2015 Abeid Mwanzori and 2 Others –vsKPA and Another in which the Honourable Chief Justice appointed Ms.
Jackline Waihenya as the arbitrator. The matter was fixed for a preliminary
meeting on 28th November 2017. Following the preliminary meeting, the
controversial issue of costs of the arbitrator arose. Our clients are indigent
fisherfolk who have no funds to pay arbitrator fees. The matter was referred
to the Honourable Judge for directions on the issue of costs to enable the
arbitration to then proceed.
2) ELC No. 36 of 2015 (O.S) Malindi Court Julius Mrima & 196 Others Vs
Amir Marei & 2 others
This matter was filed under certificate of urgency on the 10th March 2015
for adverse possession, our clients have stayed in the piece of land known as
Land Reference No. 111883 Mambrui C. R. 13648 for over 12 uninterrupted
years. The Respondents could not be traced for services to be effected upon
them.
The 2017 People’s Land Summit forum at Tudor Pastoral Centre, Mombasa County

I

n 2017, the Legal Aid and Education Department received a total of 978 clients comprising
407 new clients and 571 return clients. The reason for the gender imbalance is attributed to
the male oriented nature of cases that Kituo cha Sheria mostly handles i.e. land, employment
and housing. These clients received legal advice and representation on land, employment,
matrimonial, succession, landlord and tenant, children matters and criminal issues. The
department had a success rate of 100 percent in employment cases. All clients who file cases
in the Employment and Labour Relations Court received an award; the only issue would be the
quantum of the award.
In land and housing cases, the success rate was lower i.e. 60 percent due to the nature of clients
i.e. mainly squatters with no title to land and facing eviction. Below is a table breaking down
the nature of cases vis-à-vis the number and gender of clients that the Legal Aid Department
received in 2017.
The Legal Aid Department also continued litigating single welfare and public interest cases.
On average, the Legal Aid Department carried out 20 court attendances every month. The
following are highlights of the cases handled in 2017.

Matter came up for the Notice of Motion application hearing on 19/4/16
for purposes of serving them through one of the daily newspaper which
application was allowed by Hon. Judge Angote J. Our clients mobilized for
funds and we managed to serve the Respondents’ by way of advertisement
through Daily Nation of 24/6/2016. We requested for judgment on
30/11/2017 which was endorsed by the Judge.
3) HCCC Petition No. 39 2016 Legal Advice Centre & 3 Other Organisations
vs County Government of Mombasa & 2 Others
The gist of the case is that the County Government of Mombasa wanted to
demolish the Council Rental Houses which accommodates 388 households
within the 10 housing estates i.e. Tudor, Changamwe, Mzizima, Buxton etc.
The Petitioners case is that the county government of Mombasa did
not conduct public participation; there was also outright refusal by the
respondents to provide the petitioners and Mombasa residents with
documents relating to the project.
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Matter was ruled in favour of the Respondents by Hon P.J. Otieno. An
appeal was preferred to the Court of Appeal. The appeal was argued and
dismissed. Nonetheless, the Court made significant contributions on the
importance of public participation throughout the implementation of the
Mombasa County Housing Redevelopment Plan.
Notable single-welfare employment matters in which KITUO represented
clients and their cases were successful are as follows:

A paralegal receives her certificate from Ms. Stijn Janssen of Netherlands Embassy after training. Ms. Annette Mbogoh of Officiates the function

•

ELRC Cause No. 856/2015 Elizabeth Nduku =vs= Mary Immaculate
Sisters where our client was awarded Kshs. 384,500 for unfair termination
of employment.

•

ELRC Cause No. 284/2016 Dominic Ringoma =vs= Victoria Engineering
Co. Ltd where our client was awarded Kshs. 179,539.25 for unfair
termination.

•

ELRC Cause No. 343/2016 Rachael N. Kalama =vs= Mombasa Light
Academy where our client was awarded Kshs. 178,500.

•

ELRC Cause No. 698/2015 Musee Nguth =vs= Shabiby Trans. Serv Ltd
where our client was awarded Kshs. 63,000

•

Mombasa ELC Land Case No 24 of 2014 Fatuma Ismail –Vs- Achu
Abdulrasul wherein the client obtained orders of stay and leave to appeal
out of time.

•

ELR Cause No. 200 of 2014 Maurice Otunga –vs- Nyali Beach Hotel the
former employee was awarded Kshs 820,769/25 in terminal benefits and
compensation for unfair termination

•

ELR Cause No. 30 of 2015 Daniel Wamalwa –vs- RGC Oasis Medical
Centre The client was awarded Kshs 136,125 for unfair and unlawful
termination. He had been employed as a lab technologist and was unfairly
terminated.

•

ELR Cause No. 279 of 2015 James Gitau & 9 otheers =vs= Habo Group
of Companies the clients were employees of the Respondent. They were
awarded Kshs 1,321,826 plus costs and interest.

•

ELR Cause No. 48 of 2016 William Lukohe –vs- Keystone Enterprises
Ltd in which the client was awarded Kshs 102,980 as benefits for unfair
termination plus costs and interest
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Kituo’s Zedekiah Adika joined by Ayuo Ketta from Pamoja Trust at Pwani FM studios during a Radio talk show
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marginalised communities in the Coast region. The activities were sometimes done jointly
with other civil society organisations in the Coast. The highlights of the activities are as
discussed hereunder.
In April 2017, the Regional Office took part in the public participation process on the
budget in Mombasa County. We were specifically assigned to monitor Changamwe subcounty. This was under the Civil Society Organization’s Network on Governance which
had mapped Mombasa County and assigned different players to the several sub counties.
Kituo led the discussions in Chaani Hall on the proposed budget, ahead of the actual
public participation process by the county. The residents then raised an issue on the need
for covering the public health officials who are not officially employed by the County
Government.
They claimed that such officers were carrying out an important role and ought to be paid
by the County Government. We therefore led the process of drafting the Memorandum
to the County. We raised the problem, noted that Article 37 of the Constitution under
Art. 37 gave people a right to submit petitions.

Kituo’s programme officer Zedekiah Adika leading a sessions during a legal aid forum in Kwale County

Fact finding missions:
Fact finding visit in Marereni and Gongoni Kilifi County on land violations arising
from salt mining companies. In the period under review, the KITUO’s Regional office
held two caucuses with an appointed lead counsel Mr. Charles Opulu who accepted
to be lead counsel in the petition challenging the leases to the salt companies in
Magarini. The draft petition was reviewed. Two community meetings were organised
with the Malindi Rights Forum. The advocate recommended that a survey of the
land be carried out and an environmental audit. We are in the process of identifying a
surveyor and a scientist for the same.
The programme participated in the Legal Awareness Week organised by the Mombasa
Law Society in the month of September 2017. The awareness week gave more visibility
for Kituo cha Sheria including an opportunity to advocates who wished to register in
the volunteer advocates’ scheme.
ADVOCACY, GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
PROGRAMME
During the year 2017, the AGCP department was involved in a number of outreach,
advocacy and governance related activities to ensure access to justice for poor and

The Petition sought to ask for allocation to provide Public Health Workers (PHW) with
monthly payment to enable them work better. These are PHW who are not employed by
the County but in certain circumstances, work in the interest of the People in Mombasa
and are in the database of the County Govt. The Petition was then presented to the
County Government of Mombasa and was received by the budget committee from the
County Assembly in Tononoka.
In the period under review, three (3) radio talk shows were held in Radio Salaam Fm,
a local station with nationwide coverage. These radio talk shows sensitized the public
on specific issues of interest and also provided a platform for them to articulate their
needs, views and concerns with respect to their human rights. Each radio talk show
has a projected listenership of 500,000 people. Consequently, an estimated 1.5 million
people were reached in the Coast region and beyond. The radio talk shows brought
together both state and non-state actors to sensitize the people of the Coastal region on
land, human rights, devolution and governance, electoral rights and obligations, refugee
matters, labour relations etc.
The Regional Office through the AGCP Department participated actively in the 16 Days
of Activism by collaborating with the Pwani Gender Based Violence Network. The
network consists of various civil society organizations that work in the area of gender
based violence. The network held a public forum at the Mtopanga Primary School and
run another media campaign advocating against violence within the society.
In addition, the programme held a sex and gender-based violence (SGBV) awareness
forum in Kwale County. A total of fifty seven (57) participants drawn from Msambweni
sub-county were reached during the forum. The activity was jointly conducted with the
Lamukani Justice Centre. The participants were empowered on the meaning of gender,
sex and gender based violence. SGBV was demystified and seen as occurring to both
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that involved primary schools in their area. The programme motivated students to
remain in school. In addition, they held meetings with parents and teachers within
these schools to ensure that the best interest of children was being considered. The
community paralegals had monthly meetings to check on progress and review cases.
Being an election year, they conducted civic and voter education and actively took part
in monitoring the elections in Kwale County. Another success was that through their
intervention on awareness raising the arbitrary arrests by the police reduced. A refresher
paralegal training shall be conducted in the subsequent year.
On the other hand, the Kicodi Community Justice Centre in Mombasa County provided
legal assistance to the Mombasa County’s Kisauni area. In 2017, this community justice
centre reached eighteen (18) clients. The community justice centre moved offices and is
now strategically located. The community paralegals continued to provide legal support
to the local administration within the wards in Kisauni constituency. They also used
alternative dispute resolution to resolve land and family disputes among others. Family
matters remained the highest number of cases reported at the centre.

The County Commissioner of Mombasa Mr. Evans Achoki chairs the Mombasa Countering Violent Extremism
strategy meeting with civil society representatives

women and men. Nonetheless, the vulnerability of women to SGBV was stressed.
With SGBV cases being on the rise in Kwale County, the forum was especially useful
to create legal awareness and provide legal advice. Complex cases were referred to
Kituo for redress.
In collaboration with the Coast Land Non State Actors Network, the AGCP
Department held the People’s Land Summit 2017 under the theme: “Civil Society
National Land Summit: Putting the land agenda back on the National Agenda”. The
Convention targeted the Civil Society, autonomous rural and urban organizations,
squatters, inhabitants of informal settlements, independent pro-poor initiatives, state
actors among other actors to put the land agenda back on the national agenda. The
forum took place at Tudor Pastoral Centre on 16th December 2017. The conversation
focused on mass agrarian politics that can lead to framing of the right land questions
in order to provide land answers that produce true land reforms.
In the Coast region, the Lamukani Community Justice Centre continued to provide
legal assistance to the community in Kwale County’s Msambweni area. In the year
under review, the Lamukani Community Justice Centre attended to fifty-four (54)
clients comprising twenty-three (23) women and thirty-one (31) men. Majority of
the cases involved child neglect. The Lamukani Justice Centre had a number of
achievements in 2017. Firstly, they conducted a successful mentorship programme

In the period under review, the programme held refresher paralegal trainings in Shimo
la Tewa Men’s and Women’s Prisons. The refresher trainings were necessary as the
numbers of the prison paralegals had drastically reduced. Many of the prison paralegals
had been successfully acquitted and or discharged. As such, the Mombasa office trained
thirty-five (35) paralegals in Shimo Men’s Prison and another thirty (30) paralegals in
the Shimo Women’s Prison. A few selected prison officers were also trained. In Shimo
Men’s Prison, four (4) officers were trained whilst in Shimo Women’s Prison six (6)
officers were trained.
The training sessions were very engaging. The paralegals challenged the volunteer
advocates and Kituo lawyers who facilitated the trainings, most especially in the Men’s
Prison. On the final day of the training, Kituo in conjunction with the prison authorities
held a colourful graduation ceremony. The event in the Women’s side of Shimo Prison
was graced by Ms. Jansen Stijn from the Royal Dutch Embassy and our Board Member
Dr. Linda Musumba. The Shimo Men’s Prison graduation event was graced by the Board
Chairman of Kituo, Mr. Anthony Mulekyo. The prison paralegals enjoyed speeches
by key stakeholders such as the Judiciary, National Legal Aid Service, Christian Legal
Education, Aid and Research, Mombasa Law Society and Kituo Board and management.
They further interacted on legal and judicial issues that affected them. Sensitive cases
were picked up for follow up. Finally, the paralegals together with the prison community
were treated to a sumptuous meal, song and dance.
In the period under review, the Regional Office celebrated access to justice day events
in the Shimo la Tewa Men’s and Women’s Prison. The event in Shimo la Tewa Women’s
Prisons was graced by the First Secretary to the Netherlands Embassy, Jansen Stijn.
Board Member Dr. Linda Musumba, Hon. Mochache of Shanzu Court, the Regional
Commander and Deputy Regional Commander Mombasa County.
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KITUO LAUNCHES M-HAKI

KITUO CONDUCTS A COURT USERS
COMMITTEE (CUC) TRAINING

Participants pose for a group photo after the Court Users Committee
(CUC) Training in Meru County

K
Carolyne Abong, Hon. Esther Passaris, Board Chair Antony Mulekyo, Marielle Geraedts from the Royal Netherlands Embassy, Executive Director Gertrude Angote,
AGM member Mwambi Mwasaru and Faith Ochieng prepare to cut a cake during the M-Haki launch

K

ituo Cha Sheria on 16th December 2016
launched an innovative programme dubbed
M-Haki.
With the theme ‘SMS your way to justice’, M-Haki
employs the use of mobile phone text message
(SMS). This innovation permits citizens to use
mobile phones to send queries and receive a
confirmation message that the query has been
received and an answer is delivered to the person
seeking the advice by the legal aid lawyers.
The innovation offers basic legal aid services to
the poor and marginalized people by reducing the
logistical costs associated with trying to access
information through other means such as face to
face interactions hence reducing the cost to legal
services.
The launch that took place at Amber hotel in
Nairobi came after M-Haki Market research
that was conducted by Kituo to find out the
opportunities and challenges of accessing justice
among the poor and marginalized people and to
explore the attitudes and perceptions of people
using M- Haki application.
While giving a report on the M-Haki research
survey, Dr. Agol, M-Haki Consultant mentioned
Cost, Distance and time, Corruption, Lack
of information and Illiteracy as the Common
challenges people face when trying to access justice.

On behalf of the Royal Netherlands Embassy,
Marielle Geraedts, Deputy Head of Mission,
assured Kituo of their support towards the
initiative. “Justice is expensive and most people
cannot afford legal fees for legal representation.
The embassy is very supportive in this initiative and
would like to encourage participation from local
partners who can help fund this initiative.” Said
Marielle.
In her remarks, Kituo executive director Gertrude
Angote stated that the platform will help promote
legal awareness on human rights and access to
justice issues and strengthen the existing strategies
of ensuring that the poor and marginalized people
get access to justice. She also added that that
M-Haki will also strengthen the justice centres of
Kituo in the different parts of the country and
advocate for policy change using the data collected
through the M-Haki Platform.
Gertrude Matata, a member of the ICT committee
of the LSK while giving a Presentation on
Changing Dynamics in legal Practice, advised
layers to embrace the use of technology platforms
such as M-Haki to assist members of the public
as the courts are not adequate to deliver services
in Kenya.
Hon. Esther Passaris urged the Kituo fraternity to
create more awareness so that more people could
be reached.

ituo Cha Sheria through the Forced
Migration Programme held one day
Court Users Committee (CUC) training on
17th November 2016 at Alba Hotel in Meru.
The event was a sensitization forum on refugee
rights, emerging issues as well as access to
justice for refugees and asylum seekers.
Kituo trained a total of 20 participants by
engaging them in discussions that revolve
around current issues concerning refugees
and asylum seekers. Participants included Meru
High Court Judges Justice Francis Gikonyo
and Roselyn Wendo as well as magistrates from
Meru.
Court Users Committee remains a Key Avenue
through which Kituo Cha Sheria promotes
accessibility of courts, efficient and friendly
service delivery to refugees and asylum seekers.
The CUC was conducted through a combined
effort of Kituo Cha Sheria, the International
Rescue Committee (IRC), REFUGEE
CONSORTIUM OF KENYA (RCK) and
the Kenya Magistrates and Judges Association
(KMJA).

Access to Justice Day in Kodiaga
Prison

Kituo’s Faith Ochieng and Nyando Justice Centre paralegals present gifts
to the inmates

ituo Cha Sheria joined female inmates
and their children in celebrating Access
to Justice day in Kodiaga Prison, Kisumu
County.
Faith Ochieng a program officer together
with paralegals from Nyando Justice Centre
presented gifts to the inmates during the
celebrations.

Kituo cha Sheria’s
awarded the Africa
NGO Leadership
Award in Mauritius

Research, Communication and Knowledge Management
RCKM’s objectives are to raise public awareness on Kituo’s thematic
areas, by documenting KITUO’s work and undertaking Information
Education and Communication materials; to create an enabling and
friendly ICT infrastructure environment with the necessary
complimentary assets; to enhance the visibility/ image/ reputation/
profile of the organization as a premier Civil society Organisation
(CSO) in its core mandate areas; to empower and enable Kituo staff
to undertake interdisciplinary research to address key legal issues.
The overal goal is to have established Communication,
Documentation, Research and Information Technology
components for improved performance, knowledge creation and
management and profiling of the organisation

Strategic Leadership & Governance
The strategic leadership and governance portfolio fall under
the Board of Directors and the office of the Executive
Director. It is made up of the following governing bodies: the
Assembly, Board of Trustees, Board of Directors and the
Executive Director who manages the organisation as the chief
executive officer.
This function offers a dynamic strategic and visionary
leadership to steer the organisation by providing policy and
strategic direction as well as monitoring and evaluating the
progress. The Board of Directors is composed of ; Ken
Nyaundi, Sally Mbeche, Hannah Kamau, Prof. Saad Yahya
(Treasurer), Odenda Lumumba, Anthony Mulekyo (Chair),
John Chigiti, Joy Asiema, Dr. Linda Musumba and Angote
Gertrude (ED/Secretary)
How to reach us
Head Office is located along Ole Odume Road , off Argwings
Kodhek Road in Nairobi. By public means you can reach Kituo
by boarding matatu or Bus No. 46 from Kencom Bus Stage in
Nairobi CBD. In Mombasa, Kituo’s Coast Region office is
situated in Ganjoni Area opposite the Ganjoni Primary School
off Archbishop Makarios Road. We also have a Branch Office
in Nairobi at the Jogoo Road Plaza 2nd Floor - Hashi Petrol
Station, Jogoo Road.
HEAD OFFICE-NAIROBI

Finance and Administration (F & A)

K

The 6th Africa Leadership Awards

Forced Migration Programme (FMP)
The FMP programme is strategically located in Eastlands-Nairobi
along Jogoo Road. The programme is devoted to the welfare of the
poor and marginalized urban refugees and IDPs in Kenya. FMP acts
as the people’s watchdog over the implementation of the Refugees
Act of 2006, to ensure refugees’ rights under the law are realized. In
addition the programme advocates for the respect and protection of
IDPs rights. The programme offers a range of services in legal
protection and guidance to its clients in the areas of legal advice in all
legal issues, legal representation, psychosocial support, assisting
Refugees in obtaining of work permits, birth and death certificates,
Identity cards etc., referral service to our other partners and
investigations of systematic Human Rights violations against
refugees. FMP helps its target group in identifying and litigating on
Public Interest issues touching on refugees, monitoring cases of
Insecurity and Gender Based Violence, research, and training on
Human Rights and Refugee law. The program has incorporated
psycho-social assistance project supported by CPS/GIZ. The project
aims at assisting clients with psychological problems.

This is responsible for all financial aspects of the organization to
achieve its objectives through accounting, finance, tax and other
financial areas. It ensures financial well-being and availability of the
finances for day to-day operations and overseeing investments
strategies for future sustainability and growth. The administration
section deals with the day to day running of the organization and and
also offers Human Resource and logistical support.

KITUO CHA SHERIA
LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE

we care for justice

Forced Migration Program (FMP)
Jogoo Road Plaza, 2nd Flr,
Opposite Kobil Petrol Station, Jogoo Road.
Tel: 020 2451631, 0736 867241, 0720 806531
Fax: +254-020-3876295
Email: fmp@kituochasheria.or.ke

F

SMS Service MHAKI 0700777333

SMS legal question to 0700777333 indicating your
name and location to receive legal advice within 48
hours

repatriated to their home countries.

On the 9th February, 2017 High Court JudgeJustice John M. Mativo declared the repatriation
of Dadaab camp refugees a violation of
Articles 2(5) and 2(6) of the Constitution of
Kenya and Kenya’s international obligations.
Kituo had filed a petition against the Kenyan
government’s directive to close the Dadaab
refugee camp and disband the Department of
Refugee Affairs (DRA) issued on 6th and 11th
May 2016.

Kituo founded its cause on the Constitution
arguing in Court that the government directives
went against the refugee’s right to dignity, the
principle of non-refoulement and violated
state’s responsibility towards persons in
vulnerable situations.
The government’s plan particularly to close
the camp specifically targeting Somali refugees
was an act of group persecution, illegal,
discriminatory and therefore unconstitutional.

In another big win, on the 17th February
2017, the Court of Appeal affirmed a 2014
decision of the High Court finding the
directive by the Government requiring all urban
refugees to report to refugee camps as being
unconstitutional.

Kituo through the Forced Migration Program
acts as the people’s watchdog over the
implementation of the Refugee Act, 2006,
the Constitution and other international
instruments in ensuring refugees’ rights are
realized.

Appellate Judges Philip Waki, Festus Azangalala
and Patrick Kiage dismissed the plea by the
state to overturn the High court ruling.

On 18th December, 2012, the Government of
Kenya through the Department of Refugee
Affairs had issued a press release communicating
the decision by the government to stop the
reception, registration of refugees and asylum
seekers and close down all registration centers
in the urban areas with immediate effect. The
effect of this was that all refugees residing in
urban areas would be moved to the Daadab
and Kakuma refugee camps and ultimately be

KITUO Hosts Dutch Embassy Visitors

K

ituo cha Sheria on Thursday, 2nd March, 2017
hosted officials from the Dutch Embassy in
Nairobi at the Kituo Head office.
The two visitors - Ms.Carolyne Abong, a Senior
Policy Officer under the Embassy’s governance
programme and Ms. Maxi Okumu were welcomed
by Kituo’s Executive Director Gertrude Angote
appreciating the Dutch Embassy for their support
to Kituo. The visit was an opportunity for Kituo
to present a status update on the access to justice
project supported by the Embassy and especially
the innovative M-Haki SMS platform.
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KITUO conducts Radio Talk Shows
in Mombasa

Kituo’s Zedekiah Adika joined by Ayuo Ketta from Pamoja Trust at Pwani
FM studios

O

Caption
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ituo Cha Sheria through the Prisons
Reform Working Group (PRWG) held a
meeting on 26th April, 2017 at the Independent
Elections and Boundaries Commission (IEBC)
offices in Nairobi.
Kituo has been pushing for voting of prisoners
in Kenya and the Independent Elections and
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) registered
prisoners as voters in the just ended voter
registration exercise. As a follow up to this,
the PRWG and the IEBC held the meeting
to discuss the various emerging issues and
expected outcomes in the forthcoming general
Election.
Kituo was represented by programme officers
Faith Onyango and Marcelino Waithaka at the
meeting where the PRWG submitted a policy
brief on the prisoner’ right to vote as espoused
in Article 38 of the Constitution.

2016

n 3rd April, 2017 Kituo Cha Sheria’s Haki Blog - https://
kituochasheria.wordpress.com/ received nomination as the best
Human Rights Blog in the 6th Bloggers Association of Kenya (BAKE)
Awards 2017. The interactive Blog was nominated in the competition’s
Human Rights category being among the over 10,000 blogs submitted to
the judging panel for the 23 categories in the awards.
Haki Blog is a human rights-centred blog which continues to publish legal
articles touching on all aspects of the Kenyan society and beyond…it is
where legal opinions count!

Grace-Agenda

we care for justice

Grace for full recovery
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Caption

K

ituo cha Sheria on Wednesday, 5th April
2017 hosted visitors from the Robert Bosch
Stiftung Foundation. The two guests from the
Foundation’s International Relations (Europe and
Its Neighbours) Department were received at Kituo
by the Executive Director, Gertrude Angote and
one of Kituo’s founder members, Advocate Steven
Adere.
The visit was an opportunity for Kituo to showcase
Kituo’s programmatic work in promoting access to
justice. The Bosch Foundation works in empowering
partners whose activities contribute to increased
1 world.
civic involvement by populations across the
1

PEACE, JUSTICE, FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

Against Gender based Violence
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IEBC undertook to develop frequently asked
questions (FAQs) on the prisoners’ rights as a
voting constituency. Kituo through the Working
Group will continue to engage with IEBC to
realize the Rights in Article 38 for prisoners in
Kenya.
KITUO hosts Bosch Foundation visitors

O

SPEAK UP

KITUO CHA SHERIA

The Working Group sought clarification on
the decision to allow prisoners to vote for
the Presidential candidate only. The Working
Group made reference to the judgment by
Justice Majanja, J in 2013. Also discussed were
various other issues including the data of the
registered voters in prison, verification of the
register of voters in the prisons, accreditation
of the PRWG as election observers and areas
of collaboration such as civic/voter education
in prisons.

n Tuesday, 21st of March 2017, Kituo Cha
Sheria conducted a radio talk show at Radio
Salaam in Mombasa on access to justice and other
human rights.
The talk show was aimed at sensitizing the general
public on how to access legal services from the
state as provided under the Constitution and the
Legal Aid Act 2016. The enactment of the Legal
Aid Act 2016 in particular means that the roles
of community paralegals have become even more
prominent as their work in promoting access to
justice is now anchored in law and they can render
advice and assistance.
Kituo Cha Sheria’s programme officer, Zedekiah
Adika also shared with the public, the role of
Kituo in ensuring access to Justice.
The talk was very interactive with members of the
public sending in text messages into the station and
making phone calls seeking assistance with various
legal issues.
The shows were being conducted on Radio Salaam
and Pwani FM; both local radio stations based in
Mombasa covering the six coastal counties.

KITUO’S HAKI BLOG NOMINATED FOR BAKE AWARDS

1

T

he Research Communication and Knowledge Management programme is a
support programme designed to offer technical support to the core programmes.
Its objectives are raising public awareness on KITUO’S thematic areas by documenting
Kituo’s work and undertaking Information Education and Communication (IEC)
materials, enhancing the visibility and profile of Kituo as a premier CSO in its core
areas by constantly highlighting its successes and sharing the same to the public,
creating an enabling and friendly ICT infrastructure environment with the necessary
complimentary assets and empowering and enabling staff to undertake interdisciplinary
research to address key issues.
The programme was responsible for covering of Kituo’s events and activities by
documenting using text, photos and videos thereafter sharing the same to the public.
This we achieved through use of social media (Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube) and
Website and Haki blog, Publications of e-Newsletters, Quarterly newsletters, fliers,
pamphlets etc.
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Kituo engages with the IEBC on Prisoners’ vote
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ituo cha Sheria’s Mombasa regional office
in February, 2017 undertook various radio
talk-shows on radio stations based in Mombasa
County. The talk shows on Radio Salaam and
Pwani FM mainly centered on prisoners’ right to
vote and general human rights issues that Kituo
deals with.
Officers introduced Kituo and their role in ensuring
Prisoners exercise their right to vote; explaining the
route which the process has taken since the vote
on referendum to Petition No 574 of 2012 which
allowed prisoners to vote.
Listeners were informed of the work Kituo has
done with prison paralegals and their role in
ensuring access to Justice within prisons and the
prison justice centers across Kenya.
Also elaborated was the rationale and best practice
in the world and challenges the process has
encountered. The community was encouraged to
support the process ensuring that they forward
relevant documents to the inmates before 27th
February 2017.

The Kituo team poses with the visitors outside the M-Haki hub
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KITUO conducts Radio Talk Shows
in Mombasa

K

ebruary, 2017 was a very significant month
for refugee rights in Kenya as Kituo was
twice on the winning side receiving two positive
judgments from the Court of Appeal and the
High Court of Kenya.

THE 6TH AFRICAN LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNER 2016
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Kituo advocates joined by refugees at the Milimani Law Courts after the High Court judgement
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Kituo wins Case on Dadaab Refugee Camp Closure

Kituo’s Zedekiah Adika joined by Ayuo Ketta from Pamoja Trust at Pwani
FM studios
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P.O. Box 7483-00300 Nairobi, Kenya.
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Mobile: 0734 874221, 0727 773991
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Website: www.kituochasheria.or.ke
Opp. Ganjoni Primary School, Ganjoni
P.O. Box 89068 Mombasa, Kenya
Tel: 2230282 Fax: 2230283
Cell: 0731 129739, 0700 638379
Email: msa@kituochasheria.or.ke
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Towards Social Justice and Legal Empowerment

Publications
In the period under review, the programme continued to release bi-monthly
e-newsletters and quarterly printed newsletters. The printed newsletters were
sponsored by the USAID.
Articles were also edited and published on the Haki blog. Some of the articles
published include:
•

The African Union has let Burundi Down by Victor Ondieki.

•

Eclipsed in Corruption: Who will Rescue Kenya? By Nandia Paul and Ouma
Kizito.

•

A Need to go beyond Legislation by Kizito Ouma.

•

War in Burundi is no longer fashionable!

•

Success story; Kituo rescues Halima from imminent deportation to Ethiopia.

KITUO CHA SHERIA
LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE
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AFRICA CENTRE OF EXCELLENT FOR ACCESS TO JUSTICE LAUNCHED

•

Many years ago workers did

not have rights .............
KNOW
YOUR
LAND
We should not go back there
RIGHTS

KITUO CHA SHERIA IN PEACE MARCH

THE KENYAN WORKER
AND THE LAW
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An ongoing panel discussion during the Kigali Conference on Collaboration for Access to Justice

K

Members of Civil Society Organisations at the Coast region march through
the Coastal city of Mombasa

K

Head Office: Nairobi

ituo cha Sheria was part of a group of
some 22 Civil Society Organisations at the
Coast region who said they will defend their
freedom from unlawful and brazen attacks on
CSOs by the national government.
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justice systems in order
to ease
access to justice.
Kituo was represented by the Executive
Kituo’s Zedekiah Adika is joined by a youth leader from Mumias at Elgon Youth
Director Ms. Gertrude Angote and Programme
Radio for a talkshow
Manager Faith Ochieng’. The Executive
ituo Cha Sheria through Uchaguzi Wa
Director moderated a session on “The case
Amani, Uwazi na Usawa Project supported
for strengthening collaboration between the
by Swiss Embassy in Nairobi on 5th and 6th of
Judiciary and Community Justice Institutions”
August 2017 held a radio talk show at Masinde
majoring on performance management,
Muliro University FM and Elgon Youth Radio
impact and results. Speaking at the conference;
FM respectively to emphasize on peaceful and
Ms. Angote said that community justice is
credible elections.
about two essential things- partnerships and
Angote and the Kenyan team in a group photo
problem-solving. “No single organization can Executive Director, Ms. Gertrude
The project also conducted County Based
during the Kigali Conference
Dialogue at Kakamega Golf Club Hotel bringing
together election stakeholders, IEBC officials,
the Judiciary, The Civil Societies in Kakamega,
Deputy County Commissioner, the local security
groups and Persons with disabilities to discuss on
1 1
ways of ensuring peaceful and credible elections.
KITUO CHA SHERIA - The 6th Africa Leadership Award Winner 2016

Tel: +254-020-3874220,3874191, 3876290
Mobile: 0734874221,0727773991
Fax:+254-020-3876295
Email: info@kituochasheria.or.ke
Website: www.kituochasheria.or.ke

Branch Office - Nairobi

Regional office: Mombasa

Forced Migration Program (FMP)

Opposite Ganjoni Primary School

Jogoo Road Plaza, 2nd Flr.

P.O. Box 89065 Mombasa, Kenya.

Opposite Kobil Petrol Station,

Tel: +254-041-2230282, 0731 129 739,

Jogoo Road

0700638379

Tel: 020 2451631, 0736 867 241, 0720 806 531

Fax:+254-041-223083

Fax: +254-020-3876295

Email: msa@kituochasheria.or.ke

an information booklet on
labour law

AN INFORMATION BOOKLET
ON LAND RIGHTS

Email: info@kituochasheria.or.ke

K

MacArthur
Foundation

KITUO CHA SHERIA
LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE

KITUO CHA SHERIA

we care for justice

LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE
we care for justice

ISBN: 978-9966-083-34-0

KITUO e-Newsletter

July 2017

ISSUE No. 4 of 2017

We Car e For Justice

Kituo Access to Justice Day at Kisumu Maximum Prison
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KITUO Joins the ELRC Walk in
Mombasa
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Kituo Trains Shimo la Tewa Maximum Security Women Prison paralegals

ceremony witnessed by representatives from
partner organizations and agencies including
the Kenya Prisons Service and the Kenya
National Commission on Human Rights
(KNCHR).

K

O

ituo Cha Sheria’s Mombasa Regional office
on 2nd June, 2017 was represented at the
Judiciary’s Open Day for the Employment
and Labour Relations Court (ELRC) held
at the Mombasa Law Courts Grounds. The
Justice is not only accessible to the prisoners but
event was held under the theme -“Sustaining
that it is also realized at the Prisons. This is why
judiciary
transformation through stakeholder
also in attendance were various stakeholders in
engagement”. It kicked off with a procession
the justice system in Kisumu including Hon.
from the ELRC premises at Bima Towers to the
Joane N. Wambilyanga, the Court of Appeal
Mombasa Law Courts Grounds on Nkuruma
Registrar-Kisumu; Ms Amelia Otono from
Road.
the Office of the Obudsman in Kisumu and
Mr. Jacob Opinya from the Probation Office
Kituo continues to pursue social transformation
Kisumu Central.
of indigent Kenyans through legal aid and
The guests came to interact with inmates as
empowerment, advocacy and lobbying for prowell as to listen to the challenges they come
poor policies and commitment to respect for
across while lodging appeals against their cases.
human rights with labour rights being a key
The Kodiaga prison justice center together with
pillar.
other prison centers have contributed to the
decongestion of prisons and at the same time
made justice accessible to those who could not Stakeholders Meeting on Election
afford the services of an advocate.
Preparedness
Giving the keynote address Ms. Angote
expressed Kituo’s satisfaction in seeing
prisoners being able to self-represent and
having access to justice within the prison-“the
palace of correction”.
“Over 10,000 people have been released
on appeal directly from the work of prison
paralegals countrywide, you just need to know
the facts of your case and prepare thoroughly”,
she said.
Caption
She closed the day’s events expressing Kituo’s
gratitude to the Royal Dutch Embassy for
ituo cha Sheria’s Forced Migration
their support and passing greeting from
Programme convened a stakeholder meeting
Kituo’s board of directors and the entire Kituo on election preparedness at Sportsview Hotel,
family. Kituo finally supported the centre with Kasarani last Friday, 9th June 2017. Invited were
administrative materials including stationery.
refugee and host community leaders, members
of the police, media representatives and religious
n 13th May 2017 Kituo Cha Sheria’s Haki Blog - https://kituochasheria.wordpress.com/ leaders from Kasarani to discuss concrete
was voted as runners-up in the Best Human Rights Blog division at the 6th Bloggers strategies how to prevent violence and sensitize
Association of Kenya (BAKE) Awards 2017 Winners’ Gala at Crowne Plaza, Upperhill, Nairobi the community for peaceful elections.

ituo Cha Sheria was at the Shimo La Tewa
Maximum Security Prison for prison
paralegals training. The training was taking
place at the Women’s section which currently
holds 250 women prison and 30 children.
Majority of these prisoners are remandees
awaiting conclusion of their cases both at trial
or appeal level with most being indigent and
cannot afford legal representation.
The training was conducted for five days
beginning Monday 4th September 2017 to
Friday 8th September 2017 and culminated
in a graduation ceremony and awarding of
certificates to the paralegals.

One of the goals of Kituo’s prison paralegal
trainings remains to decongest correctional
facilities by empowering the prisoners and
remandees on self-representation in court, how
to adduce evidence if any, how to cross examine
witnesses, how to write their submissions, how
to make mitigation statements, how to make
interim applications such as those for bond,
bail and making applications for Community
Service Order. The following topics were
covered; Basics of Paralegalism, Introduction
to Human Rights, Bill of Rights (Chapter
4 of Constitution), Criminal Procedure
Code Chapter 75 Laws of Kenya, Powers
of Court, Provisions relating to all Criminal
investigations, Mode of taking and recording
Evidence in Trials, Procedures in Trials before a
Subordinate Court and High Court, Sentences
and Executions, Appeals, Self-representation
(Criminal Approach), Power of Mercy Act, The
Prisons Act and Community Service Order.
The training was conducted by Kituo officers
Valarie Ang’awa and Kibibi Chai together with
Kituo Volunteer Advocates based in Mombasa.
The training culminated in a colourful graduation

Guests who graced the occasion included Kituo
Board member Dr. Linda Musumba, Kituo’s
Coast Regional Coordinator Ms. Annette
Mbogoh, a representative from the Mombasa
Law Society and the Officer-In Charge of the
Prison.
The chief guest was Ms. Stijn Janssen the first
secretary in the Embassy of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands, Nairobi.
Kituo has an established prison justice centre
within the facility and has previously conducted
a similar paralegal training in June 2016 where
30 paralegals were trained in the women’s
prison. However, of the last batch trained
only 3 prison paralegals remained hence the
overwhelming need for a training of paralegals.

K

The prison justice centers have been a source
of hope for many and it has helped even its
own members to be released on appeal and
Power of Mercy based on their conduct while
serving sentences.

O

Vibrant discussions around the three topics
“promoting positive messages”, “ensuring
safety” and “enabling access to services during
elections” led to action points which will guide
the community on how to prepare for elections
1 1
in Kasarani.

Mental Health and Psycho-social support working group facilitator leading a
discussion

T

he psychosocial support team of Kituo’s
Forced Migration Programme Nairobi
on 16th and 17th of October 2017 attended a
workshop on Mental Health & Psychosocial
Support (MHPSS) in Mombasa. Together with
staff from different human rights organizations
they discussed aspects of stress & trauma among
their clients, difficulties in offering holistic
services and the question of how to take care of
oneself in a challenging working environment.
The CSO network in Mombasa laments a lack
of mental health practitioners at the Coast and
are looking for creative ways to overcome that
gap. Therefore, the Kituo team hopes that this
workshop stimulates a discussion on how to
bridge the gap between human rights work and
mental health and psychosocial support services

1 1
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Informative videos on SGBV and labour rights were created, compiled and channelled
on the Kituo youtube channel. Some activities were also recorded and shared in the
Youtube channel e.g. free legal aid clinic in Mogotio, Baringo County, solidarity door
to door walk to sensitize people on the essence of protecting women and girls against
any form of Gender Based Violence in Kipkitur Mogotio in Baringo County.
The Kituo Cha Sheria Website has been redesigned to give it a new modern look
and more interactive. Among the new prominent features is the link to the M-HAKI
platform, link to our social media sites, a donate tab, link to our Youtube videos and
Haki Blog among others. We have taken time to revise the content and we constantly
update it and we believe now it communicates the true position of the organization
at any one time.

Kituo on Print Media

Members of Civil Society Organisations at the Coast region march through
the Coastal city of Mombasa

An ongoing panel discussion during the Kigali Conference on Collaboration for Access to Justice

ituo cha Sheria was represented at the
Kigali Conference on Collaboration for
Access to Justice held from the 22nd - 24th
August, 2017 at the Park Inn by Radisson in
Kigali, Rwanda.
The three-day continental conference on
collaboration between the Judiciary and
community justice institutions drew participants
from more than 15 countries across Africa.
The main theme for the conference was derived
from the vision of a three-fold transformation
of Practice, Policy and Perceptions in Judiciary
and Community Justice Institutions (CJI)
collaboration.
The Conference’s main aim was to influence
attitudes and behaviors across the entire valuechain of justice delivery from the community
to the highest courts of the land in order to
foster greater synergy, mutual support and
collaboration.
The Formal Judiciary System and Community
Justice Institutions (CJI) are two complementary
systems working towards a common goal, which
is “access to justice” and judicial officials from
the different African countries called for ways
to harmonize formal justice with community
justice systems in order to ease access to justice.
Kituo was represented by the Executive
Director Ms. Gertrude Angote and Programme
Manager Faith Ochieng’. The Executive
Director moderated a session on “The case
for strengthening collaboration between the
Judiciary and Community Justice Institutions”
majoring on performance management,
impact and results. Speaking at the conference;
Ms. Angote said that community justice is
about two essential things- partnerships and
problem-solving. “No single organization can

solve community problems without investing
significant time and energy in engaging the
community”, she said.
Chief Justices Abdulai Charm (Sierra Leone);
Mogoeng Mogoeng (South Africa), Prof. Sam
Rugege (Rwanda) and Judge Luka Kimaru
(Kenya) included some of the guests at the
Conference that brought together senior
judges, lawyers, paralegals and academics. Sierra
Leone, Malawi, Rwanda and Kenya were cited
as some of the countries where indigenous
knowledge has been applied and approaches
been successful in promoting access to Justice.
The Kigali Conference also saw the launch
of the African Centre of Excellence (ACE)
for Access to Justice that will facilitate
comparative learning for primarily African
legal empowerment programmes as well
as international programmes and grow a
community of best-practice. ACEAJ will be a
place to promote best practices for paralegals
across Africa. At the end of the conference
participants took time to go and visit the
Rwanda Genocide Memorial in Kigali to learn,
share and experience.

ituo cha Sheria was part of a group of
some 22 Civil Society Organisations at the
Coast region who said they will defend their
freedom from unlawful and brazen attacks on
CSOs by the national government.
The Coast Civil Society Reference Group on
Security and Human Rights gave a strong unison
statement on 16th August 2017 on the then
attacks on reputable organizations which was
extensively viewed as mere witch hunt.
The group in the statement vowed to stay
and continue with their work to champion for
human rights at all levels of Kenya’s society.
On 28th August Kituo also took part in a peace
march in Mombasa to remember those who lost
their lives after the August 8 elections.

Stakeholders Meeting on Election
Preparedness

Kituo’s Zedekiah Adika is joined by a youth leader from Mumias at Elgon Youth
Radio for a talkshow

K

ituo Cha Sheria through Uchaguzi Wa
Amani, Uwazi na Usawa Project supported
by Swiss Embassy in Nairobi on 5th and 6th of
August 2017 held a radio talk show at Masinde
Muliro University FM and Elgon Youth Radio
FM respectively to emphasize on peaceful and
credible elections.
Executive Director, Ms. Gertrude Angote and the Kenyan team in a group photo
during the Kigali Conference
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The project also conducted County Based
Dialogue at Kakamega Golf Club Hotel bringing
together election stakeholders, IEBC officials,
the Judiciary, The Civil Societies in Kakamega,
Deputy County Commissioner, the local security
groups and Persons with disabilities to discuss on
1 1
ways of ensuring peaceful and credible elections.

Forced Migration Programme (FMP)
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Grace-Agenda

The prison Justice program is one of Kituo’s
successes in ensuring that justice is attained
One of the paralegals from Shimo La Tewa Maximum Security Prison receiving
to all and through this initiative, Kituo has certificate,
Kituo’s Coast Regional Coordinator Ms. Annette Mbogoh witnesses
established a relationship with the prison
administration and the Judiciary that has borne Stakeholders Meeting on Election
Preparedness
a lot of fruits.

KITUO CHA SHERIA IN PEACE MARCH

The programme continued to use social media in promoting the activities of Kituo cha
Sheria. Twitter handles, website and Facebook posts were used to promote activities
before they were implemented and after they were implemented.

K

K

Because of this mass release and transfers, the
Prison justice center had remained desolate.
This gap is attributed to prison transfers,
acquittals and release on power of mercy while
others have served their sentence.
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Group photo of the participants
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Caption

KITUO CHA SHERIA - The 6th Africa Leadership Award Winner 2016
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AFRICA CENTRE OF EXCELLENT FOR ACCESS TO JUSTICE LAUNCHED

A total of 32 participants were trained, 27 of
whom were inmates and 5 prison constables.
The inmates comprised of those on long
sentences, pre-trial detainees charged with
capital offences as well as the condemned.
Guests present urged the trained paralegals to
work hard and use skills they have acquired to
benefit themselves and fellow inmates.

Caption

n Thursday, 29th June, 2017 Kituo cha
Sheria joined the Kisumu Maximum
Prison- Kodiaga Prison Justice Center to
commemorate the Access to Justice Day. The
Day was not only a celebration but also meant
to empower the prisoners to enable them access
justice with emphasis on fundamental human
rights, legal representation and the judicial
procedures.
To celebrate the achievements of Kituo’s
paralegals and the prison justice centre;
members of the prison community were led by
prison paralegals in tree planting, song, dance
and poetry.
The central activity taking place during the
day was a moot court skit meant to aid the
prisoners in learning about bail and bond,
community service order, legal representation
and the judicial procedures.
In attendance at the celebrations were Kituo
Cha Sheria’s board members Dr. Linda
Musumba the Executive Director Kituo Cha
Sheria Ms. Gertrude Angote, program manager
Faith Ochieng and Samantha Oswago. Nyando
community justice centre paralegals Frank
Opande and Judith Ochanda also joined the
celebration. Others present were: Officerin-Charge (OIC), Kisumu Maximum Prison,
Mr. Martin Akwanyi, the Deputy OIC Mr.
Philemon Too and the Kodiaga prison human
rights officer, Mr. John Ikwenyi.
The special day was set aside for prison facilities
to sensitize them on the need to ensure that

KITUO e-Newsletter

Fact Finding Mission- Meru G.K. Prison
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STEPS
1. For free Legal Advice SMS your legal
question to 0700777333*
Kwa Ushauri bure kuhusu sheria tuma swali lako kwa
nambari 0700777333*
2. Get an answer to your question within 48 hours
Pata jibu la swali lako kwa masaa 48.
3. You pay ZERO shillings (0/=) * for this service
Huduma hii haina malipo yoyote! (0/=)*

BACK

KITUO CHA SHERIA

Our Services

Do you ...
• have problems falling asleep or sleeping through the night?
• suffer from nightmares?
• remember vividly traumatic moments of the past without
wanting it?
• experience lack of energy and interest in things you like doing?
• feel anxious and always persecuted?
• experience conflict with your spouse or children very often?
• isolate yourself from members of your community?
• mistrust other people almost all the time?
• suffer from chronic pain and other physical problems?
• constantly worry and think about your family in Kenya or
back home?

Then you might need to get help
These are some of the common signs of stress and
trauma people experience before, during or after their
flight to a country of asylum. If those feelings and
thoughts persist over months and you are struggling
with taking care of yourself and your family because
of being emotionally affected you should ask for
assistance. These problems can hinder you from
successfully integrating or sustaining yourself and your
family.

Psychological
factors

Psychosocial
Wellbeing

How can individual counselling and support groups help me in
taking care of myself and my family?
It will help you understand how traumatic experiences of
war and violence or current stressful living conditions
affect your body, mind and your social environment.
Instead of acting out negative feelings against yourself or
others you will learn how to deal with stress and negative
emotions. Information sharing and connecting with other
people are two other important aspects.
How can I support others?
If you know someone in your family or community who
suffers from the above described problems, talk to that
person and tell her that his or her reactions are normal and
due to their traumatic past or current stressful situation.
Accompany them to our services if possible.
Do I need a mandate or alien card to get support?
No, we also accept asylum seekers and new arrivals to the
country.
How can I access your services?
You can either present yourself at the reception asking
for the psychosocial programme or book an appointment
with us. In case you do not speak English or Swahili we
will work together with our interpreters.

Social factors

1. Kwa Ushauri bure kuhusu sheria tuma swali lako
SM
kwa nambari 0700777333*
QU LEG S
2. Pata jibu la swali lako kwa masaa 48.
EST AL
3. Huduma hii haina malipo yoyote! (0/=)*
0700 TO ION
7773
*Jumuisha JINA lako na jina la ENEO ulipo
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unapotuma ujumbe wako.
*Gharama tu ni kwa Ujumbe mfupi.

TWITTER

@KituoSheria

Waweza pia kuuliza swali lako la kisheria kupitia Twitter ukijumuisha #m-haki #haki au #kituochasheria au utume
barua pepe mhaki@kituochashera.or.ke na upate jibu la swali lako kwa masaa 48*

KITUO CHA SHERIA

LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE

we care for justice

Training
• Training on stress, trauma-related responses and
MHPSS
• Training on self-care and staff care

What is counselling and how does it help me?
Counselling is a structured process in which the
counsellor and the client decide together which stressful
aspect to focus and to work on over a specific period of
time (2-8 sessions). Thereby the counsellor guides the
client to find their own solution to their problem by means
of structuring, clarifying, exploring new approaches to a
problem and creating hope.

Mental Health Matters

@KituoSheria

KITUO CHA SHERIA

Advocacy and Networking
• Awareness raising of mental health problems among
refugees in the communities
• Strengthening cooperation between partners of the
Urban Refugee MHPSS Working Group (Nairobi) and
the coastal CSO network (Mombasa)

Figure: The bio-psycho-social model of wellbeing

-Standard SMS charges apply.
*Gharama tu ni kwa Ujumbe mfupi.

You may also ask your legal question through Twitter including #m-haki #haki or
#kituochasheria or email mhaki@kituochasheria.or.ke and get a response within 48 hours*
Waweza pia kuuliza swali lako la kisheria kupitia Twitter ukijumuisha #m-haki #haki au
#kituochasheria au utume barua pepe mhaki@kituochashera.or.kena upate jibu la swali
lako kwa masaa 48*

Peacebuilding activities
• Fostering social cohesion between host and refugee
communities

Biological factors

* Include your NAME and the LOCATION you are sending the question from.
*Jumuisha JINA lako na jina la ENEO ulipo unapotuma ujumbe wako.

TWITTER

Mental Health & Psychosocial Support (MHPSS)
• Individual assessment, counselling and psychotherapy
• Psychological support and life skill groups
• Mind & Body work (e.g. trauma-informed yoga)
• Referral services to other partners
• Mobile psychosocial clinics (jointly with legal aid
clinics)

Frequently asked questions

Kingdom of the Netherlands

LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE

we care for justice

Kingdom of the Netherlands
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success stories -

BENARD NABWOGA NYANG’AU
on his stomach. Having been operated on previously, the shock from seeing a gun
pointed meant he had to endure a night of pain and self treatment with drinking
water. On realization that he’d not make it to his work station the next morning, he
called his supervisor and the manager at Ismax Security informing them he’d need
to see a doctor early morning therefore they needed to make arrangements for a
temporary replacement.
On 6th December, 2016 after visiting up to 3 health facilities for treatment, Benard
was strong enough to report to his work station where he was told to visit the head
office for re-assignment. Once at the office he was dismissed on arrival and ordered
to hand in his uniform and leave the premises-his idle visions were no longer valid,
Benard was distraught.

I

Benard Nabwoga Nyang’au joined by Kituo’s LAED officers at Kituo Head office

n 2003 Benard Nabwoga Nyang’au moved to Nairobi from Nyamira County with dreams and
idle visions ready to be turned into reality; the city in the sun offered greater opportunities to
a young energetic man seeking to be productive.
Working out of Nairobi’s low-income settlements of Baba Dogo and later Kibera, Benard did
all manner of odd jobs to make ends meet fully aware there is no substitute under the heavens
for productive labour. It finally all came together for Benard when he was formally employed as
security guard by Ismax Security Limited based in South B, Nairobi. This 6am-6pm job offered
Benard the stability he’d craved all those years he came to the city and he diligently went about his
work despite of all the everyday challenges involved. He was shuffled to various stations around
the city by his employer as is the nature with security guard postings.
Benard’s life was altered on a rainy Nairobi evening, the 22nd November, 2016 as he walked
home after another day at work. Walking on a wet Kibera alley, earphones plugged in as the
rain came down; Benard was waylaid by a gang of 7 gun-toting thugs he’d thought were fellow
pedestrians rushing home from work. At the end of his encounter with the gangsters, he’d lost
Ksh. 2,700 in cash and his mobile phone but no gunshot was fired so he was free to go home.
This was an acceptable outcome to many in the alley ways of Kibera and Benard was happy to
be well.
However, this soon changed as once he got to his humble shack; Bernard started experiencing
abdominal spasms only to realize that the near death experience with the thugs had an effect

Benard was no longer employed; he had been dismissed without any pay for seeking
emergency treatment. He had nowhere to turn and no one was interested in his story.
This was until he was told of Kituo cha Sheria-the place where they care for justice.
Benard is the classic Kituo client, the reason why Kituo cha Mashauri started all those
years ago- a place of last resort for the poor who cannot afford legal services.
On 8th December, 2016 during Kituo’s end-of year free legal aid clinic; Benard was
among the first people to walk into our offices. He presented his matter to a Kituo
advocate and was given a 1st February, 2017 date to report back to the office after the
December holidays.
It was a long festive season back in Nyamira for Benard but at least he had something
to look forward to in the New Year. On the long awaited day he got a demand letter
which he took to his former employer seeking Ksh. 94,675 owed to him by Ismax
Security Limited.
After the lapse of the notice period for Benard to get his dues and countless attempts
to trick, coerce and cheat him out of his dues by agents of his former employer; he
finally received the call to come to our office on the 28th February, 2017.
Justice is served…
On this Tuesday-the last day of February, 2017; Benard and the manager of Ismax
Security Limited in the presence of Kituo lawyer Elizabeth Molly settled the matter
as a disbelieving Benard Nyang’au received all dues owed to him. “Kituo cha Sheria
was god-sent, these amazing people have proven even the down-trodden have rights
worth defending, thank you!” said an ecstatic Benard.
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success stories -

MYATHSU CHAE JESSICA
“My employer adhered to the contract terms until 11th of December 2016
when the employer neglected and/or refused to provide me with food
allowance and December salary for a reason best known to them” said
Jessica.
On 4th of December Jessica was evicted from the rented company house in
Karen by the landlord living her homeless. On the same day, the employer’s
agent went to the said house and collected all goods contained therein
including Jessica’s clothes, passport, Ipad, bank ATM Cards, Mac book,
Canon camera and other valuables.
Jessica encounter with Kituo
Jessica reported her case to the police to seek for justice. “The culprit was
never brought to book since the police failed to make follow ups on her
case.”

Kituo Legal Staff present a cheque to Ms. Jessica at the Kituo Head office

O

n 19th of October 2016, Myathsu Chae Jessica entered into employees’ contract
with E-GO Business Company Limited working as a secretary.

She shared her story with her layer friend who referred her to Kituo Cha
Sheria for legal assistance. After going through screenings at Kituo, John
Mwariri Kituo advocate did a demand letter instructing the employer to pay
the employee all her terminal dues.
E-GO Business Company Limited responded to the letter through their
firm of advocate and agreed to pay the sum of money.
The parties negotiated and the Chinese company agreed to pay
Jessica a check of 120,000 as a compensation fee.

The 25 years old lady from Asia worked for the Chinese company based in Kenya
for three months before her cordial relationship with her employer ended.
In their contract, the Chinese company was to pay her a salary of one thousand two
hundred dollars and the sum was to increase to one thousand five hundred dollars
after three months. She was to receive other benefits including accommodation,
lodging, food, travel expenses, visa renewal costs or residency all which the company
failed to fulfill.
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success stories -

ALEX MMERA MWALATI

A

domestic worker is an employee like any other and the provisions of the
labour laws apply equally to them.

Jackline Achieng, a Kenyan residing in Kibera, Nairobi County was a domestic
worker for over six years starting August, 2010. Jackline diligently performed her
duties in a certain household in Westlands, Nairobi. This was until September,
2016 when she left work, owing to the employer’s failure to pay the emoluments
due to her for the preceding two months.
In February, 2017 Jackline approached Kituo cha Sheria on the recommendation
of her husband seeking legal advice and possible representation in court as she
pursued her rights.
If a domestic worker is employed for 3 months or more or for a period that
amounts to 3 months or more, then the employer is expected to draw up an
employment contract. It is the employer’s responsibility to ensure that the
domestic worker understands all the terms of employment and, therefore,
interpretation of the contract may be necessary.

The Legal Aid and Education Programme Administrator, Nathan Kivungi handing over a cheque to Jackline Achieng
as other Kituo officers look on

Jackline’s claim was based on an oral contract of service between her and her
employer and she narrated her understanding of the terms of the contract and
monies owed that she was claiming to the Legal Aid and Education Programme
Administrator, Nathan Kivungi. A demand letter was written and served on
the employer who was away but agreed to meet and settle the matter without
recourse to the legal system. The two parties met at Kituo offices and the
employer agreed to settle the claim of Ksh. 44, 667 that was owed to Jackline
to close the matter.
On 30th March, 2017 a beaming Jackline Achieng was at our offices to receive
her dues in cash as she urged other domestic workers to follow up on their
rights when infringed on.
In her words; Jackline said, “Kituo cha Sheria inasema ukweli!”
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success stories -

mARY NDUKU MUTISYA
Succ Cause No. 1982 of 2012 Estate of Pius Wambua

M

ary Nduku Mutisya has a reason to smile again after receiving a positive
judgment from the high court of Kenya Family division in Nairobi
directing her to returned back to her house where she was forcefully evicted
and that the OCPD and Chief Kajiado to provide her security.
The 63 year old and a widowed mother of 5 was assaulted and forcefully evicted
from her 14.9 acres land that they purchased together with her late son at Olepelelengo village, Erankau Sublocation, Ilmungush Kajiado county.
After the death of her son in November 2012, Sarah Beth purported that she
was married to Mary’s son under the Kamba customary law and thereafter
proceeded court to claim the deceased properties. Sarah together with her
agents carried and sold the deceased properties including misappropriating and
misusing the deceased’s property rendering the destitute old mother homeless
even before the courts ruling.
According to Marry, Sarah Beth did not get married to her son and that she was
a total stranger not only to her but also to her entire family and relatives. She
only recognized his son’s fiancée whom he had introduced to the family.
John Mwariri Kituo advocate handing over the Court judgement to Mary Nduku

Marry encounter with Kituo
In her quest for justice, Mary frequently visited the high court of Kenya to get
assisted on her case even before her scheduled dates for hearings. She went to
the courts without a lawyer and written documents since she could not afford
to pay for these legal services. This made it hard for the judges to understand
her case. She was then specifically referred to Kituo Cha Sheria by Justice Lydia
A. Achode who is well informed about Kituo.
John Mwariri, Kituo advocate for four years represented Mary until the court’s
decision that was ruled in her favor based on lack of proof to show that Sarah
was the real wife to Mary’s son.
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THE HIIL INNOVATING JUSTICE CHALLENGE

K

ituo cha Sheria’s M-Haki-‘Haki Mkononi’ innovation was presented to the
world at the HiiL Innovating Justice Nairobi BoostCamp. The BoostCamp
took place at the iHub, Nairobi and saw pitches by 8 Justice Innovations from
Kenya and Rwanda shortlisted for the Innovating Justice Challenge 2017
semi-finals.
M-Haki had been chosen from a group of over 600 candidates because of
the platform’s potential for scalability, sustainability, impact, and uniqueness.
The HiiL justice accelerator team found Kituo’s idea and concept inspiring to
invite us to pitch.
The HiiL Innovating Justice Challenge is organized annually by the Innovating
Justice Accelerator to seek out the best justice entrepreneurs in the world.
HiiL Justice Accelerator supports hundreds of practical justice solutions every
year that make a difference in people’s lives.

Kituo’s Faith Ochieng with other presentors during the HiiL Innovation Challenge

In 2017, Kituo Cha Sheria’s innovation- M-Haki-‘Haki Mkononi’ made an
application for the first time and made it to the Semi-final round of the HiiL
Innovating Justice Awards 2017 finishing as the runners-up.Other innovations
at the Nairobi Innovting Justice BoostCamp 2017 included Smart Shamba,
Tambua, M-Sheria, Mulika Hongo, Usalama, Gerayo and SocialWell.
M-Haki as an innovation seeks to bridge gaps around accessibility to justice as
enshrined in the Kenyan constitution Article 48, affordable access to justice
and finally timely justice as the answers are relayed within 48 hours.
Present to witness the event were Kituo’s Board Member Prof. Saad Yahya,
the Executive Director, Ms. Gertrude Angote, Kituo members of staff and
community paralegals as well as other friends of Kituo.

Caption
Participants during follow proceedings during the HiiL Innovation Challenge
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CELEBRATING WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY
in support of better mental health.
This year’s theme is “Mental Health Matters, Joint efforts to end the stigma
of Psychological suffering”, the Mental Health and Psycho-social support
working group comprising of ICAS Kenya, Refugee Consortium of Kenya,
HIAS, UNHCR, CVT, Heshima Kenya, NCCK, Refuge point, DRC all pulled
together and organized an activity that particularly focused on refugees and
raising awareness among them on issues of counseling, depression, dealing
with depression among family and friends and self-care.
According to the mental health foundation depression is now the leading
cause of ill health and disability worldwide. Refugees are prone to depression
because of the challenges they encounter pre-migration, during migration
and post migration. Consequently, the urban refugee Mental Health and
Psychosocial Support working group felt it was important to raise awareness
among the refugees.
Nakuru
Nakuru GK Women prisoners participate in the World Mental Health Day celebrations

Nairobi Kayole

T

he 10th of October 2017 marked this year’s World Mental Health Day. Kituo
cha Sheria’s Forced Migration Programme (FMP) in collaboration with the
Mental Health and Psycho-social support working group (MHPSWG) conducted
celebrations in Kayole at the Kayole Social hall to commemorate this day.
The celebrations begun with a skit which articulated on the importance of
counseling followed by interactive discussion about counseling and its importance,
the signs and symptoms of depression and finally discussing on how to handle
people suffering from depression as well as how to take care of oneself.
The World Mental Health Day is observed on 10 October every year, with the
overall objective of raising awareness of mental health issues and mobilizing efforts

Kituo joined the world to celebrate World Mental Health Day with activities
at the Nakuru GK Prisons - Women’s and Men’s Prisons under the themeImproving Mental Health through Access to Justice. Kituo teamed up with
Psychiatric Disability Organization (PDO), a Nakuru based charity to provide
free legal advice to inmates at the Nakuru Prisons. Legal challenges are a
contributor to the psychological stress that inmates go through and Kituo
advocates were at hand to offer free legal aid to the prisons community. Lack
of awareness on their legal rights as remandees or prisoners could lead to
poor outcomes of their court cases or make them unknowingly forfeit their
human rights.The legal aid clinics therefore went a long way in enhancing the
inmate’s psychological well-being hence improving their confidence in court
and ensure better outcomes for their cases. The activities involved Kituo
officers, volunteer advocates, psychologists and officers from the probation
office who all had a role to play in the day’s success
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ALTERNATIVE JUSTICE SYSTEMS (AJS) PILOTING

S

ince 2015, KITUO has been leading conversations with the 317
survivors across the 13 regions throughout Kenya, of the 2007-2008
Post Election Violence with the aim of offering redress to crime against
property ownership. The consultations were conducted with the support of
26 Community-based Organizations (CBO) who identified the respondents
in their areas of operation. However, the conversations with the survivors
and offenders of the Post Election Violence of 2007-2008 have pointed to
the need of systems that is responsible to the quest for forgiveness, justice
and reconciliation.
Kituo cha Sheria was in Endebess, Trans-Nzoia County in September 2017
to meet with the survivors and offenders while piloting AJS with a holistic
approach.
Alternative Justice Systems are mechanisms of solving disputes or/and
conflicts between parties without recourse to the courts. The methods used
in the AJS processes include mediation, negotiation and where ever possible
reconciliation. Through AJS, the conflicting parties are brought together to
dialogue and agree on a voluntary basis in order to forge a way forward. The
focus of AJS mechanisms is for now primarily on civil cases.
Endebess was one of the heavily affected areas by the 2007-2008 Post Election
Violence. Ethnic squabbles between Bukusu, the majority and Sabaot, the
minority, have led to increasing tensions and violence during post elections
period, leading to deaths, destruction of property and a considerable number
of IDPs. Areas affected by violence in Endebess division include Kwanza
District,Koibe location, specifically Kimondo, Katatha and Salama.
The affected population in Endebess can be divided into two groups; the
first group are the IDPs who are now settled in camps. Most of IDPs came
from Salama, Katatha and to a less extent Endebess Schemes,Kimondo and
Chapturagai. The second group is the host community, which originates from
the Endebess area.

Kituo’s AJS piloting team during a visit to one of the camps in Endebess

Implementing officers of the project included Barbara Weghofer- CPS Peace
Building Advisor; Martha Ogutu- Legal Officer and Jack Odiwa as the Local
Expert.
31

Dadaab Refugee Camp Closure CASE

F

ebruary, 2017 was a very significant month for refugee rights in Kenya
as Kituo Cha Sheria was twice on the winning side receiving two positive
judgments from the Court of Appeal and the High Court of Kenya.
On the 9th February, 2017 High Court Judge- Justice John M. Mativo declared
the repatriation of Dadaab camp refugees a violation of Articles 2(5) and
2(6) of the Constitution of Kenya and Kenya’s international obligations.
Kituo had filed a petition against the Kenyan government’s directive to close
the Dadaab refugee camp and disband the Department of Refugee Affairs
(DRA) issued on 6th and 11th May 2016.
In another big win, on the 17th February 2017, the Court of Appeal
affirmed a 2014 decision of the High Court finding the directive by the
Government requiring all urban refugees to report to refugee camps as being
unconstitutional.

Kituo advocates joined by refugees at the Milimani Law Courts after the High Court judgement

On 18th December, 2012, the Government of Kenya through the
Department of Refugee Affairs had issued a press release communicating the
decision by the government to stop the reception, registration of refugees
and asylum seekers and close down all registration centers in the urban areas
with immediate effect. The effect of this was that all refugees residing in
urban areas would be moved to the Daadab and Kakuma refugee camps and
ultimately be repatriated to their home countries.
Appellate Judges Philip Waki, Festus Azangalala and Patrick Kiage dismissed
the plea by the state to overturn the High Court ruling.
Kituo founded its cause on the Constitution arguing in Court that the
government directives went against the refugee’s right to dignity, the principle
of non-refoulement and violated state’s responsibility towards persons in
vulnerable situations.
The government’s plan particularly to close the camp specifically targeting
Somali refugees was an act of group persecution, illegal, discriminatory and
therefore unconstitutional. Kituo through the Forced Migration Program acts
as the people’s watchdog over the implementation of the Refugee Act, 2006,
the Constitution and other international instruments in ensuring refugees’
rights are realized.
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ECOSOC PRO BONO LAWYER OF THE YEAR 2017 AWARDS

K

ituo cha Sheria’s Advocate Allan Nyange was honored awarded the
pro bono Advocate Award (2nd Runner’s-up) during the 5th Annual
ECOSOC Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year Awards. The awards were organized
by Amnesty International Kenya, The Law Society of Kenya (LSK), The
East African Centre for Human Rights and Peace Brigade International in
Nairobi on 7th December 2017 at Hilton Hotel.
Mr. Nyange was awarded for his resilience and commitment in taking up
matters and effectively representing people in Mombasa who have been
harassed and/or falsely accused by the police. His work has gone a long way
in ensuring that the police are becoming more accountable for their work and
conduct.
This year’s theme for the awards was “Safeguarding Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms through Improved Law Enforcement” which was
informed by the fact that in the recent past, there has been the emergence
of numerous cases of Extra-Judicial Killings and Police Brutality witnessed
within the country which poses specific challenges to the nature of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights.
The award ceremony which takes place annually and is meant to recognize
members of the Bar that have excelled in pro bono work in different aspects.
The award recognizes the sacrifices they have made in advancing the course
of justice. Team Kituo takes great pride in the award honoring and celebrating
pro bono lawyers in advancing the cause of justice.
Kituo cha Sheria Advocate Allan Nyange (Centre) receives the award during the Annual ECOSOC Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year Awards 2017

We care for justice.
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contacts
Branch Office - Jogoo Rd, Nairobi
Head Office - Nairobi
Forced Migration Program (FMP)
Ole Odume Rd, Off Argwings Kodhek Rd
Pangani - KCDF House, 4 th Floor
P.O. Box 7483 - 00300
Chai/ Pamba Road, Off Juja Road, Nairobi
Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: 202451631, 0736867241, 0720806531
Tel. : 254-020-3874220, 387419, 3876290
Fax: 254-020-3876295
Mobile: 0734874221, 0727773991
Email: info@kituochasheria.or.ke
Fax: 254-020-3876295
E-mail: info@kituochasheria.or.ke
Website: www.kituochasheria.or.ke
Regional Office
Facebook: Kituo Cha Sheria
						
Kulyani Hatimy Road,
Twitter handle: @kituosheria
					
Opposite Mombasa Law Courts,
							
P. O. Box 89065
Mombasa, Kenya.
Tel. : 254-041-2230282, 0731129739
0700638379
Fax: 254-041-2230283
E-mail: msa@kituochasheria.or.ke
Regional Office - Mombasa
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